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Campus Safety officers voted 
by a wide margin yesterday to 
form a union, Chief Business Of-
ficer Mark Kohlman confirmed 
to the Collegian. Eighteen officers 
voted in favor of forming a union, 
and two voted in opposition. One 
officer did not vote.
The officers will join the Secu-
rity, Police, Fire Professionals of 
America (SPFPA). It will be the 
fourth union present on the Ke-
nyon campus, after the organiza-
tions that represent custodial staff, 
grounds crew members and skilled 
technicians like electricians.
Officers voted in Weaver Cot-
tage Wednesday using a voting 
booth brought by a representative 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB) to ensure secrecy.
Kohlman said the administra-
tion was notified of the unioniza-
tion effort when it received word 
that Safety officers had submit-
ted a petition to the NLRB. That 
meant if the unionization resolu-
tion passed, the College would be 
required to recognize the union. 
Since the vote succeeded, the 
officers will now work with the 
SPFPA to set up their local chapter 
— electing a president and a vice 
president, as well as other leader-
ship positions. They will then sit 
down with College officials to ne-
gotiate a contract. Right now, all 
officers work on an at-will basis 
— without a contract and able to 
be fired, with or without cause, at 
any time. 
President S. Georgia Nugent 
said negotiations will be quick. 
“The experience of other insti-
tutions indicates this could be a 
fairly lengthy process,” she said in 
an email. “In the meantime, staff 
members continue under their ex-
isting contract. I should emphasize 
that I don’t anticipate any change 
in our Safety staff’s excellent work 
and care for our students.”
Kohlman remained optimistic 
about relations between the ad-
ministration and safety officers, 
even after the union vote. “We will 
continue to work with them to 
provide the best quality safety and 
security services to the whole cam-
pus community,” he said.
Starting this spring, students will eval-
uate their professors the same way they 
evaluate restaurants and books: online. 
Replacing paper evaluations, an anony-
mous online survey will open April 30 
and run through May 6 this year. 
The evaluations, run by the website 
SmartEvals, will include the same ques-
tions that the paper evaluations did, as 
well as some additional questions requir-
ing narrative comments. Professors or de-
partments can choose from among a list 
of suggested questions or create their own 
for specific courses. Nothing but the tra-
ditional bubble-in responses will be used 
Safety to Unionize
After Vote 
College Moves to Online Evaluations
DAVID McCABE
The Center for the study of american 
democracy hosts second conference
On the topic “Should America Promote Democracy Abroad?” the CSAD 
brings policy experts, White House officials, journalists and ambassa-
dors to campus to discuss the pros and cons of foreign democracy 
promotion. While the conference was inspired by the Arab Spring, 
participants will discuss Europe, Asia and more.
Rather than raising money through a t-shirt fundraiser or a bake sale, Community Advisors ap-
pealed to a more basic instinct last Saturday, April 7: the desire to throw a pie in someone’s face. The 
“Pie a CA” fundraiser was “tremendously successful,” said Allison Kramer ’12, a CA and one of the 
organizers of the event. The proceeds, $200 total, went to Housing and Residential Life’s Relay for Life 
team, which will be competing in the upcoming relay on Saturday, April 14. Approximately 20 CAs, 
along with Assistant Director for Housing and Residential Life for the First-Year Quad Tobias Uecker, 
participated. Kramer said the event was “a fun time for everyone involved and a great opportunity to 
bring people together for a worthy cause.”
Pie a CAGreeks Serve Community
when faculty are considered for promo-
tion and tenure.
“What I find is very useful is narra-
tive course evaluations that we make up 
ourselves,” Associate Professor of Biology 
Wade Powell said. “... [The College’s offi-
cial questionnaire] doesn’t provide infor-
mation that I can act on.”
The new format makes gathering per-
sonal responses easier. “By going electron-
ic, it actually increases and enhances our 
ability to collect narrative information,” 
said Associate Provost and Professor of 
Sociology and Legal Studies Ric Sheffield, 
who is currently facilitating the new on-
line evaluation changes. SmartEvals will 
also allow professors to aggregate data 
over several years, giving faculty a more 
systematic, all-encompassing view of what 
works and what doesn’t in their courses. 
“[If you have the data] easily available 
in a program where you can go and seize 
the responses and look at them over time, 
that’s a whole lot easier than [if] each time 
they come you have to compile them,” As-
sociate Provost and Professor of Political 
Science Joseph Klesner said. 
Students who evaluate each of their 
courses online will also have an added in-
centive — they will be able to view their 
course grades two weeks earlier than 
those who don’t.
Likewise, “students who fail to com-
plete an evaluation for a class will be 
see ONLINE, page 2
Six members of Delta Phi 
assembled hundreds of themed 
memory pages in Peirce Pub this 
past Saturday. 
The pages will be laminated 
and made into booklets so that 
“someone who has Alzheimer’s 
or dementia will have some-
thing to re-direct them or refo-
cus them,” said Danielle Sutton, 
volunteer coordinator for Hos-
pice of Knox County. Each page 
consists of a collage of magazine 
pictures. “Some of the themes are 
by color and some are by faces, 
or gardening, or food, tractors, 
tools, something outdoor … but 
it’s up to the person creating it 
and what they want to do,” Sut-
ton said. 
These memory pages are just 
one example of many service 
projects that made up the Greek 
Day of Service on Saturday, April 
7. Over 80 members of Kenyon’s 
Greek community served at vari-
ous locations throughout Knox 
County as part of the event. 
“It’s nice to have all the Greek 
communities come together as a 
whole,” said Thomas Brown ’13, 
Phi Kappa Sigma member and 
community service coordinator 
for Greek Executive Council. 
Projects included planting 
and clearing trails at the Brown 
Family Environmental Center, 
gardening at Head Start, clean-
ing up the first-year quad and 
working at the Wiggin Street 
garden.
Angus Walker ’13 said the 
Delta Phis envisioned the mem-
ory page project as a way to both 
express their creativity and help 
the community. “Greek Day of 
Service is a good cause, and we 
like to be a part of it. It’s a lot of 
fun and a good opportunity to 
bond,” Walker said.
Delta Kappa Epsilon chose 
to contribute to the Greek Day 
of Service by assisting the sisters 
of Zeta Alpha Pi in their fun-
draiser for Deep Vein Throm-
bosis (DVT), “Stop the Clot.” 
The Zetas’ event was in honor 
of Anna Frutiger ’09, who died 
unexpectedly of DVT in 2010. 
“Each year we try to honor 
Anna through this memorial 
event, and there’s a bench on 
Middle Path dedicated to her,” 
Virginia Falzon ’13 said. “But I 
think as Zetas we just wanted 
to do an event to remember her 
because she was such an amaz-
ing sister and an important part 
of our organization that we felt 
there needed to be something 
separate to honor her every year.” 
Falzon credited Zeta Ari Ismail 
’12 with organizing the event, 
calling the 5K her “brainchild.”
GRACE HITZEMAN
JULIE FRANCE 
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Village RecoRd
April 1, 2:30 a.m. — Theft/larceny: student reported missing cell phone in Gund Residence 
Hall; cell phone found in commode.  Money, among other contents reported missing from 
purse, not found. 
April 1, 3:10 p.m. — Theft/larceny: student in Peirce Hall reported stolen BlackBerry.  
April 2, 10:04 a.m. — Liquor law violation on campus. Fake ID found.  ID confiscated.
April 2, 10:10 p.m. — Broken window in patio door in Old Kenyon.  
April 3, 5:48 p.m. — Medical injury: student injured on rugby field. Student assessed and treat-
ed for injured nose by Safety officer.
April 4, 3:15 p.m. — Traffic accident: two-car accident in Bexley Lot. No injuries.  One vehicle 
sustained damage.
April 4, 6:55 p.m. — Theft/larceny: student in Peirce Hall reported stolen wallet in coat room. 
Police report pending.
April 5, 5:36 a.m. — Medical illness: Safety officers responded to ill student in Mather Resi-
dence Hall.  Officers assessed student and suggested Health Center visit if illness contin-
ued.
April 5, 1:00 p.m. — Medical illness: Safety officer responded to ill, seizing student in McBride 
Residence Hall.  Emergency squad contacted.  Student transported to Knox Community 
Hospital (KCH) for further assessment and treatment.
April 6, 11:38 p.m. — Alcohol in Leonard Residence Hall. Safety officers responded to intoxi-
cated, belligerent student.  Officers were able to assist in calming individual. 
April 7, 6:56 p.m. — Vandalism: unidentified person seen causing damage to chandelier in 
Peirce Hall. 
April 7, 11:34 p.m. — Alcohol: liquor law violation on public property. Student received cita-
tion from Sheriff’s deputy for open container. 
April 7, 11:36 p.m. — Drugs/paraphernalia: students found smoking illegal substance near 
Norton Residence Hall. Substance confiscated.
April 8, 12:33 a.m. — Alcohol: Safety officer responded to intoxicated, injured student in Mc-
Bride Residence Hall.  Student assessed by Safety officers.  Squad transported student to 
KCH for further assessment and treatment.
April 8, 3:58 a.m. — Theft/larceny: traffic stop revealed two stolen laptops. Charges filed.
April 8, 9:13 p.m. — Vandalism: numerous acts of vandalism in Ransom Hall.  Incident under 
investigation.
April 9, 9:05 a.m. — Vandalism: broken window pane in door in Hanna Residence Hall.  
April 9, 4:12 p.m. — Theft/larceny: student reported wallet stolen from locker at the Kenyon 
Athletic Center (KAC).  
April 9, 4:20 p.m. — Theft/larceny: second student reported wallet stolen from locker at the 
KAC.
April 9, 4:37 p.m. — Medical illness: student in Caples Residence Hall complained of stomach 
pains, vomiting, numb hands and feet.  Assessed by Safety officer, squad called.  Transported 
to KCH for further evaluation and treatment.
April 9, 11:22 p.m. — Medical injury: student requested first-aid assistance for injured hand.  
Assessed and treated by Safety officer.
April 1 — April 9
Student Council
Sunday, April 8
The article “DKEs, EDMs Host Third Annual ALS Benefit at VI” in last week’s paper 
incorrectly spelled VI owner Jerry Kelly’s last name. In the article “AVI Considers Lim-
iting Reusable Cups,” the headline misstated what kind of cups AVI will be limiting. 
They will limit disposable cups, not reusable cups. The Collegian regrets the errors.
Corrections 
Greek: Serving Knox Co. Online: New Policy for Evals
DKE President Samuel Baker ’13 said, “Anna 
was very close with many of the brothers before she 
passed away. It is important to us to come together, 
honor her memory and support the Zetas and their 
great event.” The fundraiser was the highest-grossing 
event of the academic year, raising $4,155.
The PEEPS O’Kenyon, a co-ed society, “enjoyed 
a sunny day of service down at the BFEC planting 
grass, digging furrows and renovating strawberry 
patches no longer in use,” according to PEEPS co-
president Philip Ayers ’13.
The Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity also worked at 
the BFEC clearing dead plants and planting new 
ones. The Phi Kaps chose that particular project 
•	 Senior Class Committee continues to work on the Senior Week schedule.
•	 Junior Class Committee has planned a barbeque featuring cornhole and bocce ball for 
Saturday, April 21. 
•	 The Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS) granted 
another $2,000 for Saturday activities during Sendoff weekend.
•	 The Housing and Dining Committee took a tour of Peirce Hall and commented on AVI’s 
hard work. The Committee is also preparing for the Housing Lottery on Saturday.
•	 First-Year Council’s video game tournament had a low turnout, but attendees enjoyed the 
event. They will distribute sweatshirts this week.
•	 Sophomore Class Council’s T-shirt and pinnie sales are going well. Members are working 
on a virtual map of where rising juniors are going abroad, which they will post online. They 
are also organizing their own additional Summer Sendoff, because a large proportion of 
their class will go abroad next year.
•	 The Buildings and Grounds Committee is working on the College’s landscape plan and 
will present it to the trustees when they meet next week. This summer, Maintenance will 
test a surface change to Middle Path on one of the paths near Old Kenyon.
•	 Campus Senate is discussing amendments to the Sexual Misconduct Policy.
•	 Student Life presented a list of approved student organizations. Groups that they did not 
approve still have a chance to gain approval this week through meetings with the Student 
Life Committee. 
•	  The Kenyon Republicans received approval while the Kenyon Democrats failed to 
                 complete various forms on OrgSync, and have not received approval yet. Brave 
                 Potato Productions has not updated its constitution on OrgSync, so the group might
                 face probation. The Brown Family Environmental Center (BFEC) received approval 
                 as a student organization, but the identity of group members is unclear — they are not the 
                 students who live at the BFEC house but they run field trips at the BFEC.
•	 Student Council received letters of intent from Andrew Parmelee ’14 and Rebecca Katzman 
’14 for next year’s Junior Class President. Student Council appointed Parmelee based on his 
more recent involvement in Student Council and his well-written letter of intent.
•	 Michael Marting ’14 submitted a letter of intent for chair of Buildings and Grounds and 
Student Council appointed him to the position.
•	 The position of communications director originally had two possible appointees, Andrew 
Gabel ’15 and Damaris Garduno ’15. When Student Council President Ryan Motevalli-
Oliner ’12 contacted Gabel, he did not know he had been running for communications 
director and he did not want the position. Thus, Student Council appointed Garduno as 
communications director.
•	 Student Council appointed Alessandra Compatore ’13 as the senior class representative to 
Senate. Compatore currently acts as a Community Advisor and has previously served on 
class councils.
•	 Student Council hopes to discuss a variety of topics at the Board of Trustees Meeting 
including:
•	  The smoking policy, the College’s New York Times subscription and the Mount Vernon  
      shuttle, the new plan for landscaping on campus, housing updates, the future of Bexley  
      Hall and the potential change in the funding for the Collegian.
•	 The Student Conduct Review Board is accepting nominations for members until Friday, 
April 13. Students should send applications to Samantha Hughes, director of the Office 
of Student Rights and Responsibilities. Currently, Student Council is not aware of any 
nominees or applicants for the six open positions. Council stressed that while it is a serious 
work commitment, it is not necessarily a large time commitment. The Board has reviewed 
only one case during this academic year.
“because we have a member who lives at the BFEC,” 
said Stuart Mitchell ’15, a Phi Kap pledge. 
The Archons worked with Maintenance to clean 
up the first-year quad. “This is what the grounds-
keepers would normally do, but one of them had 
just gotten surgery ... so [the groundskeepers] were 
having a hard time keeping up,” Archon President 
Zachary Katz-Stein ’13 said. 
Rachel Bishop ’14, service co-chair for the Ar-
chons, explained that the group selected this project 
from a list created by Brown and Erin Ciarimboli, 
director of new student orientation and community 
programs, to avoid grappling with transportation. 
“I think it’s a good way for Greeks to give back 
to the community, and it makes us more visible,” 
Bishop said. 
 denied access to the grade for that class for a speci-
fied period of time after grades generally have 
been made available to students,” Sheffield said.
Though a decline in response rates is a con-
cern, administrators expect the incentives and 
email reminders will keep responses steady.
“You’re not captive in the classroom when 
you’re filling them out, and so that means there’s 
a little bit more initiative on the part of students,” 
Klesner said. The evaluations — including narra-
tive questions — will be kept short, so students 
aren’t overwhelmed by how long the evaluations 
take, he said.
The College first offered online evaluations 
in 2004 but discontinued the practice in 2007 
because of technological issues.  “The technology 
wasn’t ready for us. We had a very clunky system, 
and it’s clunkiness resulted in ... a lower response 
rate,” Sheffield said.
Sheffield hopes technological improvements 
will make the evaluation process easier by remov-
ing the excess time and resources necessary to tab-
ulate the paper evaluations. “It still takes time to 
have people load [paper evaluations] and correct 
those if they go in a crooked fashion. It throws off 
the whole lot. It’s just ridiculous,” he said.
Still, some have concerns about the return to 
online evaluations and worry that the new evalu-
ations will receive impolite, extreme comments 
similar to those on websites like RateMyProfessors.
com. 
“I do think people were surprised by the nega-
tivity of the comments [on the old online evalua-
tions] and that’s why we got rid of it quickly,” said 
Professor of Psychology Sarah Murnen, a member 
on the deciding board for online course evalua-
tions.
In order to prevent such comments, “we are go-
ing to ... limit the time when students can do these,” 
Murnen said. “We don’t want them doing them at 
two in the morning because we think that maybe 
there would be less serious stuff going on at two in 
the morning.” 
Instead, access to the evaluation system will be 
restricted to limited hours between 6:00 a.m. and 
10:00 p.m., according to the informational docu-
ment on the new system.         
“What I’m hoping for, quite frankly, in the re-
turn of online course evaluations is a shift in cul-
ture at Kenyon,” Sheffield said. “What I’d like to 
see happen is that we begin to construct a culture 
at the College that says that student participation 
in getting feedback and input is every bit a part of 
one’s education as attending class.”
Richardson’s Greenhouse
8471 Twp. Rd. 459
Loundonville, OH 44842
(419) 994-3740
www.RichardsonGreenhouse.com
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
continued from page 1continued from page 1
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Five New Themed Houses to Join Campus Community
Want to drink coffee and write cre-
atively? There’s a house for that. The 
Creative Writing/Coffee House is one 
of five new themed houses approved for 
next year. Five other themed houses were 
also reapproved for the 2012-13 school 
year.
The returning themed houses are 
Buddhist Club, Environmental Cam-
pus Organization (ECO) /People En-
dorsing Agrarian Sustainability (PEAS), 
International Students at Kenyon 
(ISAK), KAC Heads and Kenyon Food 
Co-op. The newly approved themed 
houses are BE: Victorious, a fellowship 
of Christian athletes; Bike Co-op; Com-
munity Service Club; Creative Writing/
Coffee House and the Outdoors Club. 
Due to the high rate of students study-
ing abroad, rising sophomores will head 
many of the houses. 
The Creative Writing/Coffee 
House seeks to provide a non-judgmen-
tal safe zone where budding artists can 
share their writing. Janet Wlody ’13, 
the themed house coordinator, said Ke-
nyon needs a relaxed environment for 
students to feel free to share their works. 
“All of the creative writing opportu-
nities at Kenyon are through an applica-
tion process,” Wlody said. “If you’re ap-
plying to be in a creative writing class, 
which is pretty selective, or if you’re al-
ready writing and submitting to HIKA 
or Persimmons, there’s no forums where 
you can just get your feet wet.”
 The group encourages both sea-
soned writers and novices to attend. 
Next year, the house will host a monthly 
themed writing event where members 
will distribute prompts and works by 
professional authors. Creative Writing/
Coffee House will be in a North Cam-
pus Apartment.
BE: Victorious, also occupying a 
North Campus Apartment, is a subset 
of BE:, a new Christian campus orga-
nization spearheaded by Jennifer and 
Zane Sanders, members of the Board of 
Spiritual and Religious Life. BE: seeks 
to bring all aspects of Christian life on 
campus under one umbrella, including 
Saturday Night Fellowship, Koinonia 
and Bible study groups. BE: Victorious 
specifically refers to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes (FCA), a group only 
recognized as an official student organi-
zation this semester. Lianne Castile ’13, 
one of the themed housing coordinators 
for BE: Victorious, is a member of the 
Ladies soccer team. A varsity letter, how-
ever, is not a prerequisite for FCA. 
“With FCA, we want it to be really 
open. You don’t have to be a varsity ath-
lete to be involved,” Castile said. “Some 
people living in the house next year were 
high school athletes.”
 This openness extends to religious 
affiliation as well. BE: Victorious wel-
comes students who are deeply religious 
as well as those who are less committed. 
Next year, BE: Victorious will be in-
volved in community service and plans 
to organize support for Kenyon athlet-
ics. The themed housing option provides 
BE: Victorious with a space to organize 
and gather beyond its current weekly 
meetings. “If we were living together, 
the conversations could continue,” Cas-
tile said. “We could be each other’s sup-
port system and live a lifestyle we want 
to live.”
The Bike Co-op was originally de-
nied in the first round of themed hous-
ing decisions. Through the appeals pro-
cess, members explained how a house 
would help them foster a better relation-
ship with the campus. Themed housing 
offers the Bike Co-op not only a space 
for bike maintenance, but also a head-
quarters that enables them to “promote 
a positive bike culture on campus,” ac-
cording to Steve Nisi ’14, the themed 
house coordinator. 
“We are here to encourage everyone 
to ride. It is as simple as that,” Nisi said. 
“Our role here on campus is to achieve 
that goal in any and every way we can.” 
The Bike Co-op will have drop-in hours 
offering help for students. Its services 
range from simple tune-ups to revamp-
ing bikes that have been sent to campus. 
Community Service House will re-
side in Spaid House, this year’s Music 
House, near the Kenyon Athletic Cen-
ter (KAC). They will organize volun-
teers for a number of local and global 
causes, focusing primarily on improving 
the relationship between Kenyon and 
the Gambier and Mount Vernon com-
munities. 
The Community Service House 
members have several ideas for future 
service projects. These include working 
with Transition Mission, an organiza-
tion that teaches life skills to students 
in a Mount Vernon High School spe-
cial needs program; hosting a fall festival 
meal with Hot Meals; collecting items 
for a holiday gift drive and making cards 
for military families. Olivia LaViolette 
’13, the themed house coordinator, is 
also president of Transition Mission.
For the first time since the organiza-
tion’s inception, the Outdoors Club will 
have its own themed housing. A house 
will allow the Outdoors Club to become 
more involved and active in campus 
life. Its slogan, “Bringing the outdoors 
indoors,” reflects its goal of becoming a 
larger presence on campus. 
Rob Heavner ’15, the themed house 
coordinator, believes having a house will 
help unify the club. “Right now, it’s just 
an email dis-list. … We don’t have a place 
where we can meet,” he said. “The Out-
doors House is meant to provide more 
unification and centralize the club.” 
Current members hope the house will 
facilitate further involvement in cam-
pus life for the organization. Outdoors 
House will be in a North Campus 
Apartment.
After an incredibly successful and 
highly popular year of hosting weekly 
meditation sessions, Buddhist House 
will return to themed housing. 
Nic Stougaard ’15 and Joe Barden 
’15, future residents of Buddhist House, 
gravitate toward the organization for the 
focus it places on meditation. Buddhist 
House offers the community “a place to 
step back from whatever stressors or re-
sponsibilities that were taking over their 
lives,” Barden said. 
Next year, Buddhist House will hold 
more meditation sessions and host din-
ners open to the entire community. 
“It’s not just a personal, refreshing 
activity,” Stougaard said. “There’s con-
versation afterwards.” They hope this 
conversation will extend beyond cam-
pus and into Knox County. Buddhist 
House will remain in its current Acland 
Apartment. 
ECO/PEAS will also return to 
themed housing, though they hope 
eventually to gain permanent division 
housing. As a house, ECO/PEAS strives 
to both plan sustainability events open 
to the entire Kenyon community and 
provide an environment for those in-
terested in an environmentally-friendly 
lifestyle. 
“[We] limit electricity and water use, 
we get local food and cook for ourselves 
and basically live almost like a family,” 
said Sandy Stibitz ’14, the themed house 
coordinator for ECO/PEAS. Part of 
that community feeling is “holding 
each other accountable for these things 
and [creating] that sort of community 
space.” 
ECO/PEAS will again reside in a 
North Campus Apartment, and they 
hope to use that space for open houses, 
sustainability libraries and meetings. 
Entering their fifth year as a themed 
house, International House will return 
to an Acland Apartment next year. In-
ternational House is not limited to in-
ternational students. In fact, none of the 
students living in the Acland Apartment 
next year are international students, but 
they all cite personal connections to the 
international community. 
Damaris Garduno ’15, who will 
live in International House, is a native 
Spanish speaker, and hopes to work in 
the medical field in Mexico someday. “A 
big reason why we all want to live in the 
house is to become closer with the inter-
national students and to learn about dif-
ferent cultures,” Garduno said. 
International House hopes to aid 
those curious about the rest of the world, 
as well as students who wish to share 
their heritage. The residents of Interna-
tional House, in conjunction with the 
ISAK [International Students at Ken-
yon] group, plan to host more events like 
the International Tasting Session. 
KAC Heads will also return to “the 
house behind the KAC” for the sixth 
year in a row. Eric Schulkin ’13, who 
will be the president of KAC Heads and 
who will live in the house, believes KAC 
Heads can create a larger campus pres-
ence next year. “I am hoping that we can 
recapture some fire and reestablish who 
we are,” he said. 
The KAC Heads plan to continue 
events like homecoming, weekly bar-
beques for football and charity events 
like Relay for Life. Additionally, they 
plan to put on more concerts and co-
sponsor events with other campus orga-
nizations. 
Entering into their third year of 
themed housing, the Kenyon Food Co-
op will be in Murnen House, near the 
KAC rather than its current residence 
in the Acland Apartments. While the 
group attempted to appeal its housing 
placement, it was eventually denied. 
Elizabeth Halper ’15, the themed house 
coordinator for the Food Co-op, ex-
pressed frustration at the housing assign-
ment but remained optimistic. 
“[The house] gives it a kind of a home 
feel. … [Food Co-op] really makes you 
feel like they’re inviting you into their 
home … and I hope we can continue 
that,” Halper said. 
Despite the distance, Food Co-op 
plans to continue and build on its tradi-
tional events, including Saturday night 
dinners, pancake fundraisers, weekend 
breakfasts, Iron Chef and community-
service-oriented events. 
ZOLZAYA ERDENEBILEG
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Summer Storage
Convenient Storage
500 South Main Street
Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050
Office phone: 740-393-1119
Cell phone: 740-398-2705
5’x10” unit or 10”x10” $25.00 per month
Secure locks provided.
Call now and we will save a unit for you.
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“
“
Lianne Castile ’13 of the BE: Victorious House
If we were living together, the conversations 
could continue. We could be each other’s sup-
port system and live a lifestyle we want to live.
In a small community like Ken-
yon’s, there’s always someone who is 
ready to praise or complain about a 
particular professor or course. Im-
pressions, however, are often per-
sonal, perhaps biased by bad grades 
or experiences or simply outdated. 
The site RateMyProfessors.com of-
fers little help; its reviews are also 
polarizing, often completed 
only by students who espe-
cially loved or hated some 
aspect of a class. 
As Kenyon switches to 
online course evaluations 
that are more easily tabu-
lated and analyzed, depart-
ments should make their 
professors’ evaluations pub-
lic to students. Just as a pro-
fessor benefits from look-
ing back at which teaching 
approaches work and 
which don’t, students ben-
efit from knowing which professors 
and classes are especially rewarding 
or tough.
The course catalog provides an 
incomplete picture of what’s really 
offered in any course. No dry, Col-
lege-issued description can capture 
a professor’s particular energy or 
sense of humor, and students can 
always be surprised by the quality 
of a class taken for a distribution 
requirement or as a prerequisite 
for another.   Choosing a course is 
a weighty decision when just one 
semester-long course costs about 
$5,347.50. Letting us see how our 
peers feel about a particular course 
or professor would let Kenyon stu-
dents tailor their expensive educa-
tion with more complete and reli-
able information.  
Switching to an open-access 
course evaluation system would 
also make students feel their input 
has more weight. Often, those com-
pleting reviews feel few people care 
about what they have to say on their 
bubble-in sheets. Opening up eval-
uations to the entire Kenyon com-
munity will make students take the 
process more seriously and perhaps 
even increase response rates, both of 
which benefit faculty and adminis-
tration as well as students.
 And this would help faculty 
members, too. We at the Collegian 
aren’t arguing for a system in which 
a teacher can be blasted by anony-
mous commenters (although we 
have more faith in the Kenyon com-
munity than that). Also published 
should be responses from students 
to questions like, “Did you actually 
do the reading?,” “Did you actu-
ally attend classes?” or “About what 
grade do you expect in this course?” 
Such questions would allow both 
students and faculty to better un-
derstand where their evaluators are 
coming from.
Kenyon prides itself on the high 
caliber of its teaching. Allowing 
students to access course evalua-
tions would make it easier for stu-
dents to choose courses that will 
challenge them while also ensuring 
that they know exactly what they 
are getting into.
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Let Students
Access Course 
Evaluations 
Last Friday, while enjoy-
ing team dinner in the Great 
Hall, I noticed an unusual flier 
slipped behind a predictably 
insipid Newscope. The paper 
depicted an image of Christ on 
the cross with a speech bubble 
that read, “brb.” I was then 
shocked to find one slipped 
behind every single Newscope 
in the Great Hall. It appalls 
me that someone at Kenyon 
would so consciously mock 
one of the most sacred aspects 
of the entire Christian faith. 
Whoever planned this joke 
to correlate with Good Friday 
acted with an astounding lack 
of respect. The flier showcased 
a level of ignorance just mar-
ginally tolerated in middle 
school but nonetheless unac-
ceptable at any age. At a mostly 
liberal institution that encour-
ages students to be conscious 
of anti-semitism and Islamo-
phobia, it is upsetting that the 
same issues are not raised in re-
gard to the Christian tradition. 
When I tell people that I 
am a practicing Catholic, I of-
ten feel the urge to clarify that 
I’m not “conservative” or “tra-
ditionally-minded,” but that 
it is what I was raised as and 
can identify with best. I hate 
having to say this to safeguard 
against the usual negative per-
ceptions. It’s easy to imagine 
the face of Christianity as an 
uber-literal homophobic Bible-
flailing nut-job. Those people 
exist, but they miss the point as 
much as their critics. The truth 
is, Christianity isn’t really in 
vogue. Eastern religions have 
this surface apathy to them 
that appeals to 20-somethings 
resistive to authority and un-
able to conceive of anything 
bigger than themselves. These 
same people will often say, “I’m 
more spiritual than religious,” 
failing to understand that 
faiths like Buddhism and Dao-
ism are in fact religions that 
demand certain practices and 
obligations as well. While I do 
not discount the validity and 
power of other religions, I am 
trying to highlight the inverse 
misunderstandings that tend 
to go hand in hand. People 
think they know more than 
they actually do.  
The ideology behind any 
religion can be simplified to 
one word: love. That is the Ca-
tholicism I know, action with 
loving purpose. It is at once the 
simplest thing to understand 
and  the hardest to accomplish. 
For many, Good Friday is day 
for introspection, for reflecting 
not only on the very founda-
tion of Christianity, but also 
on what it is to be human and 
what it is to live a good life. We 
can imagine bliss, but do we 
understand what it means to 
be entirely selfless? I encourage 
whomever made these fliers to 
act with more respect in the 
future.   
Religiously Charged Peirce Posters Offend on Good Friday
CHARLOTTE GREENE
Like most Kenyon students, I have 
followed the Trayvon Martin story on a 
more or less daily basis since Feb. 26. If 
you’re like me, then you have probably 
seen Tuesday’s press conference by now, 
in which George Zimmerman’s lawyers 
announced that they would no longer 
represent their client. What I took away 
from it, however, is likely very different 
from what you may have. If you had the 
chance to see the full version, you can’t 
help but notice that the lawyer mentions 
the preliminary EMT and autopsy re-
ports that supposedly prove George Zim-
merman did in fact suffer a broken nose 
and cut in the back of his head. Before 
this development, there appeared to be 
no signs of a physical struggle on Tray-
von’s body apart from the bullet hole. 
Whether this will turn out to be true 
or not remains to be seen. It made me 
realize, however, that the possibility of 
Zimmerman having in fact killed Tray-
von Martin in self-defense is simply out 
of the realm of possibility. Much like the 
rest of the country, most of us had already 
made our own “appropriate” final ver-
dict after seeing the first couple of news 
reports; we would rather spend hours 
trying to disprove potential facts by chal-
lenging them with low-quality phone call 
recordings and grainy video images than 
admit that the killing may not have been 
racially motivated. 
The point of this piece is not to con-
vince you of Zimmerman’s innocence (as 
a matter of fact, I personally find most of 
his actions to date obnoxious and con-
sider hiding himself the only smart deci-
sion he has made over the past roughly 
six weeks). Regardless, I still think that 
racial profiling very well might have oc-
curred. The biggest issue in this case for 
me personally is the fact that a person can 
shoot and kill another — unarmed — in-
dividual and get away with it legally. To 
me, this event points to a deeper, more 
uncomfortable question. 
What kind of historically instilled 
societal or moral norms do Americans 
grow up with, that not only make a large 
amount of the population vehemently 
defend their right to bear arms, but fur-
thermore, consider it to be necessary to 
elaborate upon the second amendment 
by coming up with an additional law such 
as Florida’s “Stand Your Ground”?
For whatever reason, even we, the 
“critical thinking liberal arts kids,” seem 
to immediately define our own stand-
point (and what we think everyone else 
should be allowed to say) based on our 
own and other students’ racial and ethi-
cal backgrounds. Don’t believe me? Just 
look at the latest all-student email war. 
I personally find myself in a weird situ-
ation. As a Caucasian male, I’m pretty 
much the definition of the “oppressor.” 
Yet, I am also an international student 
who was born and raised abroad. It’s con-
fusing, I know. I would probably define 
myself like most other Kenyon students 
(i.e., by my class rank, major, interests, 
etc.). But many Americans — at least 
when they first meet me — somehow 
feel the need to first define me by my na-
tionality (German), which is then usually 
followed by either a) an exaggerated imi-
tation of my accent or b) a remark about 
WWII. Most of these aren’t really fun-
ny, especially after hearing them for the 
umpteenth time. Funny or not, I don’t 
become mad at you, unless you decide to 
say something truly ignorant. 
Interestingly, I repeatedly have other 
international students come up to me 
and question why I do not associate with 
international students, or behave more 
like them. This may sound like a joke, 
but I legitimately have had people get 
upset at me for having too many Ameri-
can friends. I like to think that I, for the 
most part, choose my friends based on 
our shared interests and sense of humor, 
and not based on nationality or ethnic 
background. 
What I really mean to say is that 
even as minorities, we still have some 
sort of agency over how we are and how 
we want to be defined. I do not want 
my nationality or accent to determine 
the type of people I hang out with or the 
sole way in which people perceive me. So 
I choose not to. As a sociology major, I 
am very aware of the fact that there are 
many forms of institutionalized racism 
and gender inequality present in today’s 
society, and if you feel that you are affect-
ed by it, I’m the last person to tell you to 
not do anything about it. I do not know 
how certain things may affect you as a 
woman or an African-American citizen. 
I am, however, against defining my own 
life and interpreting everything around 
me in inherently negative and racial-
ized terms. Hence, it concerns me when 
events like the death of Trayvon Martin 
immediately spark such forms of internal 
racially motivated and accusatory dia-
logue amongst us. 
These are just my two cents of preten-
tious senior wisdom, and if this should 
somehow offend your worldview, feel free 
to come talk to me (as long as we agree to 
not engage in any of the above mentioned 
forms of polemics).
Trayvon Martin Case Incites 
Reflections on Racial Identity
LAURIN SCHOENEMANN
THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2012 OPINIONS THE KENYON COLLEGIAN 5
C old  C ere a l                                                                                              By Holly Anderson
“The peanut butter spreading utensil 
always has peanut butter on the handle, 
and frankly, I think Kenyon is better 
than that.”
— Doug Healy ’13
“The downstairs water fountain in Peirce 
is horrible. It spills all over you, and it’s 
really poorly constructed.”
— Tyler Sterling ’14
“The upside-down tree 
doesn’t have leaves yet. 
It’s really upsetting.”
— Hetty Borinstein ’15
“It’s too damn far from 
Mather to the Bolton.”
— Sam Hilling ’15
“I wish there were fewer apples 
and more bananas in Peirce.”
— Eli Fadil ’15
“Why isn’t there iced coffee? Also, 
where’s the wheat germ? 
And the puffed wheat?”
— Sydney Fishman ’14
“What’s the deal with all those 
Patagonia fleeces?”
— Will Herrick ’14
“No matter what medium we work with 
in my drawing class, I always end up 
covered in charcoal. 
It’s becoming a problem.”
— Phoebe Rotter ’14
“Comps shouldn’t be scheduled 
for when there’s good weather.”
— Joe Lerangis ’12
“Less than 40 days till graduation is 
not enough time to find a job.” 
— Michelle Dunavant ’12
 “I strongly dislike that privileged white 
people think commercial surrogacy is 
totally okay.” 
— Nina Castelli ’12
 “Not enough prime  napping locations 
on campus.” 
— Megan Llewellyn ’12
“I want a bunny.” 
— Brigitte Kemp ’12
“Drink wine. This is life eter-
nal. This is all that youth will give 
you. It is the season for wine, ros-
es and drunken friends. Be happy 
for this moment. This moment is 
your life.”
It’s tough to quantify how 
much Omar Khayyam, Sufi poet 
and mathematician, might have 
paid for his education. After all, 
he indulged in everything he 
viewed as good, absorbing knowl-
edge just as his liver absorbed the 
wine that stirred his soul to write 
verse and seek greater heights.  
Although it is also difficult to 
assert that Khayyam wrote the 
Rubaiyat or became the first to 
construct a cube as the geometric 
intersection of two conics because 
it “seemed like a good idea at the 
time,” we can thank him for his 
encouraging words. After all, why 
should we apologize for our desire 
to indulge in our youth? It is ours 
to use, ours to enjoy and ours to 
learn from. 
But is it ours to waste? It de-
pends on what we consider waste-
ful. As we waste time, time wastes 
us, especially when we’re wasted 
all the time. We mustn’t forget 
the tremendous, oft-repeated 
health risks associated with con-
suming youth’s favorite poison. 
On top of physical risk, alcohol 
can amplify our worst human 
traits. Arrogance, aggression, 
sadness, envy and conceit bubble 
to the surface along with other 
deadly (or embarrassing) sins. We 
can hurt other people through 
our words and actions when we 
imbibe. 
On the other hand, known 
benefits include giddiness, hilar-
ity, elation, ecstasy, relaxation, 
arousal and a devil-may-care 
cheeky whimsy. This state is 
preferable to finding yourself in 
some remote corner of the library 
staring down the barrel of half a 
novel, an unfinished paper and a 
job application for a position for 
which you are under-qualified be-
cause you went to school for the 
joy of learning rather than skill 
acquisition. It should be common 
knowledge that a good weekend is 
made even better by a busy week. 
It is when we drink compul-
sively and without question that 
we do ourselves the biggest disser-
vice. It is when alcohol becomes a 
hobgoblin that our minds truly 
become smaller, and we fail to see 
beyond the buzz. In this state, we 
forget why we ever got drunk in 
the first place. Rather than act-
ing as a unifying agent or fuel for 
revelry, alcohol becomes a source 
of isolation or sadness. And when 
that happens, you’re going to have 
a bad time.
After all, there is a pretty 
good case to be made for abstain-
ing from alcohol. There is even 
more to be said for the improb-
able pursuit of moderation, the 
path around which our campus 
is centered. If we aren’t, at the 
very least, attending this school 
to learn how to become happier, 
healthier people, we are wasting 
way more time and money than 
we would be on simple enjoy-
ment. Life is on our side, so when-
ever you get down, just look in the 
mirror and ask yourself: “Are you 
having fun?” 
Of course, it also never hurts 
to ask yourself: “Should I be 
drinking right now?” If the an-
swer is no, go read a book or some-
thing. If the answer is yes, say so 
emphatically, do so with vigor, 
and “clasp the cup whose power / 
yields more wisdom in an hour / 
than whole years of study give, / 
Vainly seeking how to live.”
Alcohol is a Privilege, Not a Social Crutch
CHAD WEISMAN
I am very disappointed that The 
Kenyon Collegian published my 
RateMyProfessors ratings in an arti-
cle about the site for which I was in-
terviewed. The reporter who inter-
viewed me clearly knew that I would 
not have consented to the interview 
if these ratings were published, since 
I have purposely never visited this 
site. Apparently, the newspaper edi-
tors decided to provide this informa-
tion without the knowledge of the 
reporter. What was more upsetting, 
though, was to read the quote from 
the PSYC 200 student. It is easy 
to assume that this quote is about 
me, given that I regularly teach this 
course, and this quote could be very 
damaging to my reputation (even if 
the person doesn’t sound very intel-
ligent). My ratings from Kenyon 
evaluations (where we try to get ev-
ery student to rate their professor) 
clearly show me to be a professor 
who is considered to be “fair,” who 
doesn’t play favorites, and now the 
one quote from a PSYC 200 stu-
dent could lead to a serious misper-
ception. I pride myself on my sense 
of fairness, so this is deeply disap-
pointing to me. I grade assignments 
within one week of the time that I 
receive them (except in unusual cir-
cumstances which I communicate 
to the students), I grade material 
blindly whenever possible, I use ru-
brics and provide comments so stu-
dents can clearly see where they earn 
and lose points and I give students 
continual feedback on their progress 
in my courses. There is sometimes a 
student in a class who doesn’t suc-
ceed and can’t take responsibility 
for their lack of success, but that has 
been very rare in my experience at 
Kenyon. The research concerning 
RateMyProfessor shows that the un-
successful student is the kind who 
might feel the need to use the web-
site.
This brings up one of the serious 
problems with RateMyProfessors 
that I discussed with the reporter 
and that was not included in the ar-
ticle. The sample of responses is very 
likely not representative of the stu-
dents who take the courses. Some 
professors have never been rated and 
usually professors are only rated by a 
handful of students. Many of the rat-
ings are quite dated. (There are rat-
ings for professors who are no longer 
alive, in fact.) In addition, professors 
have admitted to actually having 
colleagues or graduate students post 
false evaluations to try to change 
their reputations. Thus, there are se-
rious problems with the validity and 
reliability of these ratings. 
Professors at Kenyon are very 
carefully evaluated so we would 
have no need to look at this less valid 
“source” to find out what most of 
our students think about the basics 
of our teaching. Our course evalu-
ation system is only a small part of 
the review process. Faculty visit each 
other’s classes to make evaluations of 
one another, and students are asked 
to write letters of evaluation as well. 
Some of these students are chosen 
by the professor, and some are cho-
sen at random. These careful reflec-
tions of students that come from let-
ters are important to the process of 
evaluation. For our most important 
reviews (pre-tenure, tenure and pro-
motion), the tenure and promotion 
committee carefully examines all of 
the evaluations and letters, as well 
as the prospectus and vita provided 
by the faculty member, to develop a 
summary evaluation of the faculty 
member under review. For other re-
views, the Provost critically evaluates 
and summarizes this information. 
Although we are carefully reviewed 
at Kenyon, students don’t have ac-
cess to all of this information and so 
might feel the need to consult sourc-
es like RateMyProfessor. I hope they 
are careful with how they evaluate 
the information they find there, and 
even more careful when they read 
The Kenyon Collegian. 
— Sarah Murnen, 
Professor of Psychology
Letter to the Editor: Kenyon Faculty Calls 
Rate My Professors Unreliable, Offensive
Quick 
    Complaints
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MARA POTTERSMITH
Hector Marrero ’15 and Faith Servant ’13 starred as Icarus Alzaro and Aria Jones, respectively, in this weekend’s production of 
Icarus and Aria. A modern verse reinterpretation of Romeo and Juliet, the show featured a cast of 21 and kinetic light drums.
CHARLOTTE WOOLF
Assistant Professor of 
Drama Kevin Rich de-
lights in shattering reser-
vations and expectations. 
Kirk Wood Bromley’s 
Icarus and Aria , a mod-
ern-day interpretation of 
Romeo and Juliet set in 
Phoenix, Ariz. and spo-
ken in verse, could easily 
have been nothing more 
than a clever gimmick. 
With Rich’s talented di-
rection and a group of 21 
dedicated actors, however, 
the play came alive on-
stage like no other play I 
have seen at Kenyon, each 
scene more explosive and 
affecting than the last. 
Rich’s production was 
fearless, soaring close to 
the sun with none of the 
consequences its hero ul-
timately suffered.
The plot of Icarus and 
Aria adheres loosely to 
Romeo and Juliet ’s, remix-
ing some elements and 
taking inf luence from the 
rest of Shakespeare’s work 
and the body of Greek 
tragedy. When Icarus Al-
zaro (Hector Marrero ’15) 
joins the Arizona Aztec-
hs, team owner Mr. Jones 
( Joe Lerangis ’12) looks 
to make good money off 
of the rising football star 
regardless of his possible 
ties to the gang El Imag-
Kenyon Film Society
It’s prospective student time at Kenyon, and to show prospective students that we care and to 
fuel the nostalgia many college students feel toward the end of a semester, the Kenyon Film So-
ciety has returned to high school this week. We’re showing two iconic films depicting “fictional-
ized” versions of high school life.
 
Friday, April 13 — Mean Girls
I ordinarily use these blurbs to summarize the weekend’s films and discuss the movie’s criti-
cal and/or public acclaim. This specific blurb is going to be different because every single person 
reading this knows about Mean Girls. If you do not know about Mean Girls, ask someone nearby, 
and they will incredulously reply, “You’ve never heard of Mean Girls? What’s wrong with you? 
FOUR FOR YOU, GLEN COCO!” In case you’ve forgotten, Mean Girls is an incredibly quot-
able teen comedy written by celebrity and all-around symbol of perfection Tina Fey that exposes 
the nature of cliques in a high school environment. The film stars Lindsay Lohan, who, you might 
recall, was actually a fantastic actress at one point, and a wonderfully evil Rachel McAdams as 
her queen bee nemesis. It also features performances by Fey, Amanda Seyfried, Amy Poehler, 
Tim Meadows, Ana Gasteyer, Neil Flynn, Lizzy Caplan, Lacey Chabert, Jonathan Bennett and 
Daniel Franzese.
Saturday, April 14 — Fast Times at Ridgemont High
Fast Times at Ridgemont High, the original high school movie, all but invented the coming-
of-age teen comedy. Despite the outdated references and countless copy-cats, the humor still feels 
fresh 30 years after its original release in 1982. The film, which follows the lives of several high 
school students, was critically panned when it was first released (Roger Ebert called it a “scuz-pit” 
of a movie), but has since gained status as a classic and was selected for preservation in the Library 
of Congress for cultural significance. The film’s ensemble cast includes early performances by 
Judge Reinhold, Jennifer Jason Leigh and Sean Penn — whose portrayal of time-wasting stoner 
Jeff Spicoli catapulted him to stardom. The film also features cameo appearances by then-un-
known actors such as Forest Whitaker and Nicolas Cage, who at the time was still acting under 
his original name, Nicolas Coppola.
Both screenings are at 7:30 p.m. in the KAC Theater. As always, KFS screenings are free. 
We’ll see you there!
High School Week
—Miles Purinton ’12
Icarus Soars With Strong Chemistry, Innovative Lighting
inero. The instant con-
nection between Icarus 
and Mr. Jones’ daughter 
Aria (Faith Servant ’13) 
puts a damper on his big 
plans, though, when the 
young lovers run away 
together. Their attempt 
to escape the pressures 
of Icarus’ rise to fame to 
revel in their newfound 
romance sparks a series of 
increasingly unfortunate 
events that culminate in 
disaster.
As Icarus and Aria, 
Marrero and Servant were 
the heart of the show. 
Their chemistry was pal-
pable, Marrero’s earnest 
sweetness playing off of 
Servant’s frenetic charm 
to make their whirlwind 
love story convincing and 
moving. Bromley’s verse is 
fast-paced and occasion-
ally hard to follow, but 
Marrero and Servant con-
structed their own little 
world and invited the au-
dience to share their cap-
tivation with each other. 
At the end of the show, 
as Icarus’ anguish at the 
death of Aria overtakes 
him, Marrero’s perfor-
mance was raw, intense 
and heartbreaking.
A wide range of sup-
porting characters round 
out the show, from Aria’s 
maid, as played with per-
fect indignation by Laura 
Barati ’12, to the chilling-
ly sleazy duo of Issa Pol-
stein ’15, as ad executive 
Mr. Nite, and Miles Pu-
rinton ’12, as Icarus’ agent 
Maximus. Sarah Blair 
Jenkins ’13 opened and 
closed each performance 
as a news anchor, and her 
decisive pronouncement 
of the final words of the 
show, “Icarus and Aria are 
dead,” brought the play 
full circle. Lerangis veered 
from businesslike team 
owner to protective father 
with ease, his command of 
the stage making the end 
of the first act particularly 
unsettling.
Unfortunately, while 
Miguel Alvarez-Flatow 
’14, who played Icarus’ 
unsavory brother Prima-
lo, made an immediate 
impression thanks to his 
striking physical presence, 
his subsequent perfor-
mance felt like a letdown. 
As a screen actor, Alvarez-
Flatow seemed unsure of 
his direction onstage and 
often neglected to proj-
ect enough to make the 
verse script accessible. 
The normally talented 
Shelby Green ’14, Icarus’ 
blind twin sister Matina, 
also occasionally fell f lat 
in scenes of prophecy that 
should have been power-
ful, though she performed 
well as supporting news 
anchor Sissy Rip.
Considering the over-
all effect of Icarus and 
Aria , however, any f laws 
were minor. Rich engi-
neered an arresting look 
for the play, giving actors 
kinetic light drums to 
highlight visually and au-
dibly moments of special 
significance. Romeo and 
Juliet is such a well-known 
story that it’s difficult to 
rework without contriv-
ance, but Icarus and Aria 
made nearly every mo-
ment fresh and surprising. 
As an ensemble, the cast 
came together to keep the 
energy up and rarely let 
the pace f lag. When Mar-
rero pulled the trigger of 
the gun aimed at his own 
chin, at least a few audi-
ence members screamed as 
blood-red streamers shot 
from a cannon to drift 
onto the stage. If Icarus 
and Aria indicates the 
turn future Kenyon Col-
lege productions will take, 
theatre-goers have a great 
deal to anticipate.
KCDC successfully performed an 
updated classic with strong acting 
and lively dialogue.
SAM COLT
Battle of the Bands
Paul Newman made an appearance last night at the Horn Gallery. The band, named 
for our famous alumnus, along with seven others, competed for the crowd’s affection and 
votes at the annual Battle of the Bands competition, sponsored by Social Board, the self-
proclaimed “Ambassadors of Rock.” Notable participants included Detroit Groove, Ke-
nyon’s Motown cover band; WaffleBox, who performed last year at Sendoff and the folk-
rock trio Poor Remy. Another notable participant was ConfidenceCoyote, a trip-pop duo 
of Tristan Neviska ’13 and Dan Rasch ’14. The top three bands, who will all be playing 
at this year’s Summer Sendoff, were French Club; Funky C, Funky Do; and WaffleBox.
—Sam Colt
Last week, in the article “New Space, New Heights,” the Collegian printed that Adrienne Wolter ’12 
studied abroad in Pripyat, Ukraine. She studied abroad in Paris, France. The article “McSweeney’s Art 
Director Showcases Eclectic Design” incorrectly stated that the idea for the head-box container came 
from Spike Jonze. The idea for the container was Brian McMullen’s.
Corrections 
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Jeffrey Hechler ’12 is liv-
ing proof that a liberal arts 
education works. Though 
he only dabbled in music 
in high school, singing in 
a chorus and a few a cap-
pella groups, he decided to 
major in the discipline af-
ter enjoying a music theory 
course as a first year. 
“I originally declared 
early so that I could get free 
lessons, which I don’t ad-
vocate,” Hechler said. “But 
I ended up really enjoying 
the program and ultimately 
felt it was the right major.”
Hechler chose to study 
LAUREN KATZ
Eye
of the
Entertainer
Jeffrey Hechler, a music major, adapted Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest as the musical Miranda for his senior music exercise. 
He is also a member of Chamber Singers.
COURTESY OF JEFFREY HECHLER
music so he could learn 
about everything from 
composing to the history of 
music theory. He primarily 
plays rock music but appre-
ciates the classical educa-
tion he acquired at Kenyon. 
“There are a lot of things 
you can apply to all styles. 
Having a classical back-
ground is definitely useful 
in that it gives you a very 
unique perspective when 
you write more popular 
forms of music, like musi-
cal theater, pop, rock and 
jazz,” Hechler said. “Know-
ing the real hard basics and 
theory definitely gives you 
a wider palate and vocabu-
lary when it comes to writ-
ing.”
Hechler embraced Ken-
yon’s music culture early. A 
member of Chamber Sing-
ers, he also helped start a 
variety of original bands as 
a first year, acted as musical 
director for Brave Potato’s 
productions of The Fanta-
sticks and The Rocky Hor-
ror Show as a sophomore 
and was a member of Lord 
Gaga, the all-male Lady 
Gaga cover band, which 
performed at Kenyon last 
spring. He also sang in the 
Columbus Opera’s produc-
tion of Don Giovanni last 
semester.
During the fall of 2010, 
Hechler took his love for 
music to Goldsmiths Col-
lege in London, where he 
studied composition, jazz 
theory and music produc-
tion. “I really wanted to 
experience the London 
music scene firsthand, as 
well as take electives in sub-
jects Kenyon doesn’t focus 
a great deal on,”  Hechler 
said.  
Hechler’s education in 
London prompted him to 
pursue those subjects at 
Kenyon, “including an ex-
tremely valuable jazz ar-
ranging class” with Asso-
ciate Professor of Music 
Theodore Buehrer. 
For the music depart-
ment’s senior exercise, stu-
dents must complete an 
exam as well as a project, 
which takes the form of 
a recital, an extensive re-
search paper or a composi-
tion, which was Hechler’s 
choice.
“I chose to do a compo-
sition because that’s always 
been my interest, and I saw 
this as a real opportunity to 
write a large piece of mu-
sic,” he said.
Hechler’s senior exercise 
combines his interests in an 
innovative way. The final 
result is a musical version of 
William Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest, “Miranda: A Mu-
sical Adaptation.” Hechler 
wrote the music, lyrics and 
story and presented the fi-
nal product on April 7 in 
Brandi Recital Hall. 
“I saw musical theater as 
a genre I always loved, and 
something I’ve always been 
interested in, but never re-
ally had the chance or in-
spiration to really delve 
into that,” he said.
The Tempest has always 
been one of Hechler’s fa-
vorite plays, and he believed 
the story would work well 
as a musical adaptation. 
Hechler even created his 
own language, rather than 
using heightened Shake-
spearean English.
“I thought the charac-
ters were really rich and 
deep, and what I ended up 
doing was I adapted The 
Tempest to a 1980s Cold 
War scenario, which, with 
some tweaking, lent itself 
really well to maintaining 
the core aspects of the plot 
of The Tempest,” he said.
Puppet shows are no lon-
ger the stuff of childhood: 
in its show this weekend, 
Bread and Puppet: Cheap 
Art and Political Theater 
turned this form of whim-
sical entertainment into 
political commentary. The 
crowd whispered excitedly 
on April 6 as the players, 
five women from Glover, 
Vt., marched into the Horn 
Gallery playing “When 
the Saints Go Marching 
In.” Once inside, they in-
troduced themselves and 
prepared to deliver four 
separate skits from the “Re-
public of Cardboard.”
Susie Perkins, who has 
been part of Bread and Pup-
pet off and on since 2003, 
said that “rather than see-
ing a painting on the wall, 
[we] make it move, make it 
respond.” Perkins took up a 
permanent role in the group 
four years ago. The art does 
move, as both puppets and 
backdrops f low with the 
separate narratives of the 
stories. The puppets are 
not typical marionettes, but 
composites of cardboard 
that the players move. Per-
kins called them “f latsos.” 
Each puppet and every set 
is hand-painted and styl-
ized after abstract art, and 
the set and props were made 
almost entirely from card-
board and cloth.
The first two skits dealt 
with the Occupy Wall 
Street movement and police 
brutality, inspired in part 
by the arrest of some friends 
of Bread and Puppet, Per-
kins said. The first revolved 
around a headline in The 
New York Times, “Demand 
Rises as Unrest Contin-
ues.” The second, “Naked 
Cop and Deer,” hinted at, 
in a burlesque manner and 
through progressively slow-
er twists of the puppet’s 
body, the nakedness behind 
the uniform. 
The call for a set change 
was initiated by one of the 
players ringing a bell that 
hung from the ceiling. 
The skits in the second 
half of the set dealt with is-
sues of death and courage.
In fanciful dress, the 
players alternated between 
narrating, puppeteering 
and playing instruments, 
including the accordion, 
harp, ukelele and saxo-
phone. Many of the instru-
ments came from the base-
Bread and Puppet performers, shown here at their headquarters in Vermont, utilize puppetry, costumes and instrumenta-
tion as a means to convey themes ranging from Occupy Wall Street to courage.
COURTESY OF BREADANDPUPPET.ORG
JANE MERKER
Politically-Saturated Puppet Show Informs, Entertains
News headlines and provocative 
dance transformed  puppetry into 
powerful social commentary.
ment of Bread and Puppet’s 
barn in Vermont, which 
contains an eclectic collec-
tion of instruments, includ-
ing the body of an acoustic 
guitar with strings detached 
and sticking straight up.
In keeping with the 
name of the group, the au-
dience enjoyed homemade 
bread with a spread of veg-
an aioli after the show. The 
group often makes an oven 
out of bricks, kneading and 
baking the bread right out-
side its performance venues.
Perkins began as a vol-
unteer for the group. She 
was originally interested in 
acting, but came to admire 
Bread and Puppet because 
“it wasn’t about acting — 
you tell the story through 
the puppets. I really enjoyed 
the style. It’s extremely spe-
cial in itself.”
After the performance, 
Bread and Puppet sold 
posters from its collection 
of “Cheap Art.” The pieces, 
mostly prints, ranged from 
50 cents to $20. Many of 
them focused on phrases 
explored during the skits, 
healthy living and even art 
itself. 
They also offered publi-
cations ranging from pam-
phlets to picture books. 
Bread and Puppet 
“makes real theater of the 
people,” according to Per-
kins, who contrasted the 
group’s work with Broad-
way-style plays meant to 
be an escape from reality. 
Bread and Puppet attempts 
“in direct ways, to cause in-
ner thought [and] to tell the 
story of the human condi-
tion in a way that’s not pre-
tentious,” Perkins said.
“
“
Jeffrey Hechler ’12
I saw this as a real opportunity to 
write a large piece of music.
Center for the Study of American Democracy Conference 2012 
Should America Promote Democracy Abroad?
Schedule of events 
Thursday, April 12
All events are located in the Community Foundation Theater in the Gund Gallery, unless otherwise noted
Friday, April 13
Saturday, April 14
5:30 p.m. Evening Reception (Fischman Lobby, Gund Gallery)
7:00 p.m. Keynote Address George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. Lectureship on Democracy: Zalmay Khalizad, for-
mer    U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan, Iraq and the United Nations (Rosse Hall) 
9:30 a.m. Morning Remarks 
  Elliott Abrams, Council on Foreign Relations and former White House official 
  Nicholas Burns, Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy and International Politics, Harvard   
  Kennedy School of Government
10:30 a.m. Morning Panel: Assessing the Arab Spring and Democracy in the Middle East
  John Agresto, Board of Trustees of the American University of Iraq
  James Zogby, Arab American Institute
  Danya Greenfield, Atlantic Council
  Karan Bhatia, Senior Counsel & Vice President of General Electric
1:30 p.m. Afternoon Remarks 
  Judy Woodruff, Bloomberg News, PBS News Hour
  Al Hunt, Bloomberg News
2:45 p.m. Afternoon Panel 1: Is Democracy Promotion in America’s Interest?
  Scott Carpenter, Principal, Google Ideas
  Charles Kesler, Claremont McKenna College
  Michael E. O’Hanlon, Brookings Institution
  Anthony Cordesman, Center for Strategic and International Studies
  Tony Smith, Tufts University
4:30 p.m. Afternoon Panel 2: Democracy Promotion Beyond the Middle East
  Morton H. Halperin, Open Society Institute
  Nadia Diuk, Vice President, National Endowment for Democracy
  Adam Przeworski, New York University
  John D. Sullivan, Center for International Private Enterprise
5:45 p.m. Evening Reception  (Fischman Lobby, Gund Gallery) 
9:00 a.m. Morning Panel: The Mechanics of Democracy Promotion 
  David Kramer, President of Freedom House
  Barrie Freeman, National Democratic Institute
  Melinda Haring, American Security Project
  Jamila Raqib, The Albert Einstein Institution
  Tom Garrett, International Republican Institute
11:30 a.m. Closing Address: Larry Diamond, Hoover Institution, Stanford University   
democratic countries 
should give substan-
tial preference to de-
veloping democracies 
in giving their devel-
opment assistance.
—Morton Halperin, Open Society Institutte 
—Danya greenfield, Atlantic Council 
if we talk about build-
ing institutions that 
sustain the rule of law, 
a free and fair judicia-
ry, the right of freedom 
of expression and free-
dom of association, and 
protection for journal-
ists, then I think there 
would be broad consen-
sus about the impor-
tance of such work. 
—Judy Woodruff, Bloomberg news, PBS Newshour
this is an element of 
America’s reach around 
the world that we 
all need to think hard 
about. We need to 
educate ourselves more 
and debate vigorously 
about what it means.
In the wake of the 2008 elections, when stories about Kenyon stu-dents waiting for hours at the polls were still circulating in the national 
media, a group of professors and administra-
tors on the Hill began thinking about cre-
ating a place on campus to foster that spirit 
of democracy and civic discourse. They pro-
posed a center that would bring together 
outside scholars and policy specialists, stu-
dents, faculty and staff in a conversation 
about important issues of democracy and 
national interest. They called it the Cen-
ter for the Study of American Democracy 
(CSAD). 
CSAD’s second annual conference will 
take the debate off the Hill and into the 
national discourse this weekend to answer 
the question “Should America Promote De-
mocracy Abroad?”
The CSAD received initial funding from 
a $710,000 “We the People” grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
matched three-to-one by a Kenyon fun-
draising campaign. Professor of Political 
Science Pamela Jensen, who wrote the first 
draft of the grant proposal, said the Center 
was meant to take the place of the then-
defunct Public Affairs Conference Center 
(PACC), which former Professor of Po-
litical Science Robert Horwitz created in 
1967. The PACC brought together politi-
cal figures, journalists and academics in an 
annual private conference to discuss papers 
written about public affairs topics. Horwitz, 
Professor Robert Bauer and finally Professor 
of Political Science Fred Baumann directed 
the Center until its demise in 1987. 
Moving Past the Hill
The new CSAD made more public the 
PACC’s idea of bringing together important 
names in the field, Jensen said. “The most 
important thing about the grant and why I 
wanted to be involved is that it enabled us 
to continue to carry out the vision that Bob 
Horowitz had for the department, but this 
was now going to be an all-college thing for 
all students and for the public,” she said. “It 
was meant to show that you can illuminate 
the issues of public policy by the study of 
political history and even political theory. 
And is there some way that we can make po-
litical theory and the practice of American 
politics converge, with a view toward help-
ing our students become better judges of the 
world?”
The CSAD’s first conference, which was 
held April 8-10, 2010, discussed the future 
of political parties in the U.S. Washington 
Post columnist E. J. Dionne and Weekly 
Standard editor William Kristol faced off 
in the keynote address of the inaugural con-
ference, parts of which aired on C-SPAN. 
“There has been a lot of enthusiasm since 
the last conference and I think that this one 
is going to generate even more, and I hope 
draw in more people. These are all good ways 
to bring students in contact with very im-
pressive people,” Jensen said.
The Second Conference
Director of the CSAD and Assistant 
Professor of Political Science Tom Karako 
organized both conferences. Karako said the 
main impetus behind selecting democracy 
promotion abroad as the topic for the 2012 
conference was the upheaval in the Middle 
East and Asia. “The topic of this year’s con-
ference lies behind many of the most impor-
tant foreign policy issues of our day — in 
Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Syria, Libya, Russia 
and China,” Karako said. “Two years ago, in 
2010, the conference was held on more of a 
domestic topic — the future of political par-
ties.  This year, it is a foreign policy issue.  A 
factor in selecting this year’s topic was some-
thing that is both timely and would facilitate 
an all-campus conversation of deeper issues.”
Karako, Visiting Instructor of Political 
Science Kathleen Tipler, the Provost’s Of-
fice and several other political science profes-
sors helped organize this year’s conference, 
which will bring foreign policy experts from 
several prominent government and nonprof-
it organizations to campus. “We went out 
and looked for the best, those distinguished 
as practitioners, opinion leaders, NGO-
professionals and those who do the on-the-
ground work of democracy promotion in 
various countries abroad,” Karako said. “We 
will be welcoming three ambassadors, two 
White House officials, two broadcast jour-
nalists, several NGO leaders and a number 
of distinguished experts.  It’s the ‘who’s who’ 
of the democracy promotion subfield.”
Zalmay Khalilzad, the former U.S. am-
bassador to Afghanistan, Iraq and the Unit-
ed Nations, will deliver the Conference’s 
keynote address. “I look forward to coming 
to Kenyon to participate in this valuable dis-
cussion of the role of democracy promotion 
in U.S. foreign policy,” Khalilzad said in an 
email. “Support for democracy has been an 
integral part of the historic achievements of 
U.S. statecraft in stabilizing post-war Eu-
rope and Japan and prevailing in the Cold 
War.  In the wake of the uprisings across the 
Middle East — many of which were driven 
by the desire for accountable government 
— the topic of this conference could not be 
more timely.”  
Other prominent speakers will include 
Elliott Abrams from the Council on For-
eign Relations, Board of Trustees at the 
American University of Iraq member John 
Agresto, James Zogby of the Arab Ameri-
can Institute, Judy Woodruff and Al Hunt 
of Bloomberg News, Danya Greenfield of 
the Atlantic Council, Morton Halperin of 
the Open Society Institute and a closing ad-
dress by Larry Diamond from the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University.
Discussing Democracy Promotion
The Conference will address questions 
about democracy in the Middle East, Amer-
ica’s national security, democracy promo-
tion in the world and impediments to the 
spread of democracy in the future. “We are 
at an important moment in our history, to 
step back and assess the success and strategy 
of democracy efforts abroad,” Karako said. 
 Provost Nayef Samhat, to whose office 
the Center reports directly, stressed the im-
portance of considering both sides of the 
democracy promotion argument. “It is es-
sential we understand the variety of perspec-
tives on how or whether we should engage in 
democracy promotion,” he said in an email. 
“The conference will examine democracy 
promotion in several regions and from sever-
al perspectives. Recent attention has focused 
on the Middle East, but the issue is clearly 
relevant elsewhere in the world.” 
Bringing the outside world to Kenyon 
in a conversation about current events and 
political theories in practice was an impor-
tant goal of the conference, according to 
Jensen. The conference was meant “to bring 
these people to campus, bring the world to 
campus, allow students to interact freely 
with these people, to question them and to 
show them Kenyon,” Jensen said. “To show 
them our students, that’s the other half of 
the equation. Show our students something 
about the world — that you can have access 
to people and engage in conversations or 
maybe even take something up with some-
one on email after the conference is over — 
and to make it as interdisciplinary as possi-
ble, so that faculty would come from all over 
the College and would feel welcome.” 
In addition to their other offerings, the 
Center has organized a special topic class 
that will meet during the spring semester 
of each conference year. This year the class, 
taught by Karako, is entitled “Democracy 
Promotion and U.S. Foreign Policy.” Mat-
thew Metz ’13, a student in the course, said 
it focuses on the history of democracy pro-
motion abroad rather than options for its 
promotion in the future. “It’s very interest-
ing to see what we have done, how [democ-
racy] happened and how it should change, 
so that’s really what the class is all about,” he 
said. “[Karako] has done such a fantastic job 
of finding times [during the conference] for 
us to sit down with a lot of these people.”
Student organizations got involved with 
the conference planning and publicity ear-
lier this month when Agora, an organiza-
tion that encourages political discussion 
and debate from both sides of the issues, 
co-sponsored an event with The Kenyon 
Observer and the Center on the topic of 
democracy promotion. Matthew Hershey 
’13, co-president of Agora, said, “We rarely 
get the opportunity to see so many key play-
ers in foreign policy in one place — even off 
campus — unless you work at the State De-
partment.” 
Creating Civil Discourse
The Center, according to Tipler, aims 
to facilitate a debate about current events 
that goes deeper than media perception of 
the issues. “Everybody’s talking about how 
political discourse has just gotten so awful 
and insubstantial,” Tipler said. “This is an 
opportunity to see people engage each other 
in a substantial and meaningful way. And in 
a civil way, even when they have deep, deep 
disagreements, because a lot of these people 
have deep, deep disagreements.” 
Jensen said the Center can do much to 
further Kenyon’s reputation off the Hill. 
“There is a hope that Kenyon … in addi-
tion to the many other things for which it 
is known justly, that it might also be known 
as a place where serious discussion of public 
affairs takes place.”
Additional reporting by Eric Geller, 
David Hoyt and Madeleine Thompson. 
by lili martinez
Illustrations by Nicholas Anania
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Gambier 
Grillin’
Evolution
The Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act
Mexican-American 
Studies
Yutyrannus Huali
Texas
The Tucson Unified School District 
recently banned what class?
In what year was Kenyon founded?
Dinosaur fossils of the largest 
known feathered animal have been 
discovered in China. What is the 
name of this dinosaur?
Vs
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 96
Faculty: 104
Multiple tornadoes recently struck 
what state?
1824
Fac/StaffChris Jones, AVI FoodsystemsChelsea Delaney ’15
Mexican Heritage2015 I don’t know.
Oklahoma TexasTexas Dallas, Texas
I know what it looks 
like.
The legalization of 
marijuana
Affordable Health Care 
Act
No idea I don’t know.
1824 18241853 1600
I don’t know.Reptar I don’t know.
Jeff Beckholt, AVI 
FoodsystemsLuke Hodges ’15
The Supreme Court is currently 
deciding on the constitutionality of 
what national legislation?
Total Correct 1 2 4 1 By Sarah Lehr
EMILY GREGG
I left Gambier one 
chilly mid-December morn-
ing last semester, ready for 
my next big adventure. 
Having said teary good-
byes to friends I wouldn’t 
see again for eight months 
and a silent farewell to fa-
miliar Old Kenyon 213, I 
was filled with equal parts 
melancholy and excite-
ment for what was to come. 
Rather suddenly, however, 
the vision of my future self 
as part Laura Croft Tomb 
Raider, part Indiana Jones 
(a.k.a. bad-ass archaeolo-
gist ready to take on the 
world) fell to pieces, pro-
viding me with the first 
major learning experience 
of my semester abroad.
Yes, I was part of that 
motley crew, that god-
forsaken group who had 
so carefully planned an 
ambitious foray into An-
cient Mesoamerica via the 
Kenyon-Honduras abroad 
program.  For those of you 
who haven’t heard the sad, 
dramatic tale over and over 
again, increasingly danger-
ous conditions in Hondu-
ras caused the Peace Corps 
to pull out its volunteers 
and forced Kenyon to can-
cel the trip. This cancella-
tion left those of us who 
had envisioned spring se-
mester spent somewhere 
other than Gambier with 
shattered plans and a black 
hole where so much possi-
bility used to exist. 
After two and a half 
weeks of frantic searching, 
my path somehow led me 
to Buenos Aires, a city that 
allowed me to immerse 
myself in the Spanish lan-
guage while experiencing a 
culture distinctly different 
from our American way of 
life. But it also presented 
me with opportunities I 
would not have had dur-
ing my time in rural Hon-
duras.  
I absolutely adore city 
life.  I thrive on the energy 
of the vibrant crowds in La 
Avenida Santa Fe.  I pinch 
myself every time I pass 
by La Casa Rosada, assur-
ing myself that this is not a 
scene from Evita, Antonio 
Banderas is not narrating 
my life story and this is my 
daily routine now.  
By no means was it an 
easy transition — during 
my first two weeks, I re-
gressed to infancy, requir-
ing my host mom to reteach 
me basic human functions. 
I learned how to ride the 
claustrophobia-inducing 
colectivos (city busses), to 
order empanadas for lunch 
(I’m addicted) and to navi-
gate the commute to and 
from class on my own.  
Basically, my first weeks 
were characterized by the 
harsh realization that no 
matter how much class time 
one may invest in learning 
a foreign language, one can 
never be prepared to jump 
into the hustle and bustle 
of city life. 
Despite the unexpect-
ed delays and unintelli-
gible lunfardo (slang), the 
challenge and struggle to 
communicate is absolute-
ly invigorating.  I’m sure 
the self-deprecating hu-
mor and general humility 
I have adopted as survival 
techniques will be helpful 
life-long traits. Life here is 
wonderfully exhausting be-
cause I’m truly living it to 
the fullest.  Buenos Aires is 
changing me for the better 
as I adopt its laid-back at-
titude and appreciation for 
the little things. The ex-
tended coffee breaks, chats 
with friends on the street 
and sunny afternoon mo-
ments spent sprawled out 
in the park have served me 
well.
Having been here for a 
solid month — since we are 
south of the equator, sum-
mer vacation didn’t end 
until the end of February, 
resulting in my program’s 
late start — I can confi-
dently navigate the city 
and I have overcome my 
initial embarrassment with 
my Spanish-speaking abili-
ties. No, I am not f luent. 
Yes, I am clearly a gringa, 
and I stick out with my 
blonde hair and light skin 
like a sore thumb.  But as 
cliché as it may sound, I’m 
starting to feel like a porte-
ña, a local of Buenos Aires. 
I now know where to go to 
get the cheapest and best 
café con leche y medialu-
nas.  Mate, the incredibly 
strong tea that simultane-
ously serves as an extreme 
caffeine kick and the social 
glue of the city, is one of 
my new favorite beverages. 
I’m successfully enrolled 
Emily Gregg ’13 chose to study abroad in Buenos Aires after the Kenyon-Honduras program 
was canceled.
COURTESY OF EMILY GREGG
in an anthropology class 
at a local university and 
have even made some local 
friends.  It is surreal.
I am only one month 
in, but I can already tell 
how difficult it will be to 
leave my new home.  Re-
verse culture shock is real, 
and despite the knowledge 
that I will return to the 
comfort of my home in the 
U.S., land of peanut butter 
and big breakfasts (gosh, 
the things you miss being 
abroad), I will have left a 
part of myself forever in 
Buenos Aires.
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Crozier Center Re-envisions A Jewish Tradition
LAUREN TOOLE
The Crozier Center for Women hosted a feminist Seder, led by Crozier residents Becca Hafter ’14 and Molly Silverstein ’13, 
this past Saturday, April 7. Between 25 and 30 guests attended to synthesize feminist values and Jewish traditions.
ALLY SCHMALING
I’m not Jewish. I’m not in-
credibly religious at all, really, 
save some trips to Mass on visits 
home to appease my mother or 
the occasional Easter service. 
I am curious, however, a trait 
that led me to attend the Pass-
over Seder at Hillel House last 
year and then again this year. 
Many have assured me that 
Hillel’s Seder is a non-tradition-
al service, but it is still clear that 
the Seder utilizes the language of 
faith as a tool for liberation, free-
dom and equity. Each of the vari-
ous rites and practices symbol-
izes the pain and suffering that 
Jewish slaves endured under the 
Pharisees and their subsequent 
exodus from Egypt. 
It was these themes of libera-
tion, theology and social justice 
that inspired the Crozier Center 
for Women to organize the first 
feminist Passover Seder at Ken-
yon on April 7. 
“I wanted to create a Seder 
in my Kenyon ‘home’ [Crozier] 
with my Kenyon ‘family,’” said 
Molly Silverstein ’13, co-man-
ager of Crozier. “Passover lends 
itself really well to discussing so-
cial justice issues, so I wanted to 
add to and modify a Haggadah, 
[the text read during the Seder,] 
to cater to the activist and anti-
oppression goals and ideas that 
are deeply important to me.” 
Silverstein and Becca Hafter 
’14, another Crozier resident, 
worked together to organize the 
Seder — a project that they have 
been working on for a long time. 
Hafter “identifies really deeply 
with Judaism and connects her 
Judaism to her feminist identity,” 
according to Silverstein, who was 
drawn to host the event more out 
of curiosity than religious devo-
tion.
“My family is pretty a-reli-
gious, and I’ve always wanted 
to explore Judaism in a way that 
feels organic and aligns with my 
values and ideas,” Silverstein said.
The Seder drew in between 
25 and 30 guests, non-Jewish 
and Jewish alike, which contrib-
uted to the welcoming atmo-
sphere of the service. Hafter and 
Silverstein wanted the Crozier 
Seder to be all-inclusive, regard-
less of religion or gender. 
“Our Seder was very gender-
neutral, and we tried to change 
the male-centric nature of the 
traditional Seder,” Silverstein 
said. “We also focused heavily 
on social justice movements and 
anti-oppression rhetoric in our 
Haggadah.”
Hillel hosted its Seder the 
night before Crozier’s, alleviat-
ing any possible tension between 
the two. Crozier’s Seder sought 
to create a space to celebrate the 
community Crozier has had a 
part in creating. 
“I … wanted to highlight the 
way that coming together and 
speaking about ideas, injustices, 
experiences and histories is a way 
to plant the seed for activism and 
change-making,” Silverstein said. 
Though the two groups held 
the same event just a day apart, 
Silverstein believes they offered 
two distinct but integral ways of 
celebrating Passover. 
“The goal was definitely not 
to compete with Hillel, but in-
stead to create something lovely 
and community-building of our 
own,” Silverstein said.
Crozier members received 
overwhelmingly positive feed-
back and support for their event, 
according to Silverstein. She 
believes that they will hold the 
Seder in the future, possibly with 
faculty assistance. 
“Professor [of Religious Stud-
ies Miriam] Dean-Otting loved 
that the Seder was student-led, as 
she’s done feminist Passover Sed-
ers at Kenyon in the past,” Silver-
stein said. “We agreed to team up 
with her for next year.”
a new kenyon married: 
Graduates Who Never Leave the Hill
JANE SIMONTON
After the class of 2011 grad-
uated this past May, all of Liza 
Chabot’s friends moved to big 
cities and started metropolitan 
lives — but she didn’t. In fact, 
Chabot did quite the opposite. 
Not only did she not move to 
a big city, she didn’t move any-
where. Chabot started working 
as the administrative assistant 
for Kenyon’s English depart-
ment and leased an apartment 
in Mount Vernon. She couldn’t 
be happier.
“I went to visit a bunch of 
friends in Chicago a few weeks 
ago, and it’s hard to see how 
different their life is compared 
to mine, but the minute I got 
back, I recognized I’m doing 
some pretty incredible things, 
too. It doesn’t matter that I’m 
not in a city,” she said. “It’s kind 
of funny that there’s this … stig-
ma to staying here, and I don’t 
really understand it, because I 
feel like at any other college it’s 
quite normal to stick around 
the town you’re in, but here I 
guess because it’s much more 
rural, it seems an odd choice to 
make. But all my friends have 
been really supportive.”
Chabot, who was an Eng-
lish major at Kenyon, remained 
in the area to finish her senior 
exercise and a few essays from 
her senior year that she was 
unable to complete due to a 
significant head injury during 
the academic year. It wasn’t her 
original plan to stay at Kenyon 
after graduating, but the year 
has turned out far better than 
she expected.
“I thought it was going 
to be really bizarre to still be 
here and not be a student, but 
it’s actually been wonderful,” 
Chabot said. “I feel like I’ve 
met so many more people from 
the area who aren’t connected 
to Kenyon, and that’s kind of 
been a wonderful experience. 
It’s been a good year.”
It wasn’t easy, though, for 
Chabot to figure out her role 
among close friends still en-
rolled at the College.
“Kenyon is such an entity 
that when you’re not an im-
mediate part of that amoebic 
organism, getting other people 
to recognize that, or even rec-
ognizing it yourself, is almost 
the oddest part. ... It’s not like 
I have a desire to go to a Ken-
yon party, and I feel weird at 
it,” Chabot said. “I just have 
friends outside the community 
now, and if I do go to a Kenyon 
event, it’s usually something I 
feel quite comfortable at, like a 
Horn show, which a lot of peo-
ple go to. What’s funny is Ke-
nyon people have a harder time 
recognizing when you’re not 
part of the community than 
you do.”
Samantha Turner ’10, a 
drama major and music mi-
nor, had a rather different ex-
perience before she moved to 
Boston in January. Turner — 
whose mother, Paula Turner, is 
an associate professor of phys-
ics at the College — is origi-
nally from Mount Vernon and 
stayed in the area after her fa-
ther fell ill in order to help her 
family. 
“Having grown up in 
Mount Vernon, I had big as-
pirations to move to a city 
and try finding a job in per-
formance or to find work as a 
teacher at a private school, ba-
sically anything to get out of 
the ’Bier. That’s not quite what 
happened,” Turner said in an 
email. “About two weeks after 
graduation, my father became 
very sick and we spent the du-
ration of the summer driving 
back and forth to Columbus 
to visit him in the hospital. I 
chose to put my job search on 
hold and stay at home to help 
my parents.”
While still in the area, 
Turner served as a temporary 
administrative assistant for the 
English and art history depart-
ments last semester.
“Basically, I was always on 
campus. It was very odd for me. 
Honestly, I kind of felt like a 
loser. It felt like I no longer fit 
in at the place that had been my 
home for so long.”
Like Chabot, Turner has 
remained in contact with Ken-
yon friends.
“I was in the Cornerstones 
for all eight semesters when I 
was a student and they really 
helped me to feel like I still be-
longed,” Turner said. “They al-
ways welcomed me with open 
arms to come visit, practice 
and sing with them a couple of 
times a month. They are won-
derful.”
Adrienne Amador ’09, a 
math major with a concentra-
tion in IPHS who swam for the 
Ladies, currently works in ad-
missions and first experienced 
post-grad Kenyon life along-
side one of her closest friends.
“My first-year roommate 
and one of my closest friends, 
Kathryn Gallagher, actually 
stayed on after graduation as 
well to work in the admissions 
office.  It was so special to be 
able to embark on my first real 
job with the same person who 
was there with me through my 
transition to college. I think it 
really enhanced our already 
close relationship,” she said in 
an email.
Despite the geographical 
isolation from the majority of 
her Kenyon friends (with the 
exception of Gallagher), Ama-
dor feels staying on campus has 
brought her closer to her col-
lege friends.
“Actually, most of my 
friends are incredibly jealous 
that I get to be here. I think 
they have an idealized view of 
what my life is like here on the 
Hill, and they desperately cling 
to their amazing student expe-
riences, so no one had anything 
negative to say,” she said. “The 
other great part about being 
here is that I get to see everyone 
again as they return to Gam-
bier.  Being here has definitely 
helped me remain connected 
with all of my friends.”
While Kenyon crops up in 
conversations Chabot has with 
her friends, it’s not the center of 
their world, which has allowed 
her to move on to a “real” life 
while still living in her college 
town.
“I don’t talk about Kenyon 
that much because, you … do 
move on, even if you’re in that 
same town, from being a stu-
dent,” Chabot said. “I think 
that pretty much all of my 
friends miss Kenyon in a nos-
talgic, college sense, and they 
[like] hearing ‘Oh, this profes-
sor walked into my office to-
day,’ … but it’s definitely … my 
job now — it’s not my life.”
ILLUSTRATION BY NICHOLAS ANANIA
The article “Looking Through the Glass: A Peek Into 
the Bullseye’s Past” (April 5, 2012) misspelled the name of 
the fraternity to which the East Bullseye of Old Kenyon 
belongs. It belongs to the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity. 
Correction
Sky  
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One day late in April, 1934, 3,000 people gathered in a field east of Gambier, just past Kenyon’s tennis courts. Among the crowd were prominent mem-bers of the aeronautics community and the government. Ohio Governor George White was also there, having personally f lown a National Guard 
plane into the small hilltop village. Overhead, the roar of army and navy biplanes broke 
the quaint silence of this rural community. This uncharacteristic uproar surrounded 
the opening of Port Kenyon, America’s first college airport. 
And it was all because of Wilbur Cummings, a 1902 graduate.
The Origin of Port Kenyon
Cummings, a New York attorney, was attending a trustees meeting in Gambier dur-
ing the fall of 1933 when his wife, who held a pilot’s license, said she would f ly in from 
New York to bring him home. Cummings told his wife to land at Newark airport (near 
Denison) and take a car to Kenyon, but she would find a better alternative.
As she approached the airport, Mrs. Cummings decided to take a brief detour and 
view Kenyon from the air. To her, a farm field adjoining the campus looked like the 
perfect place to set down. Nearly the whole college rushed out, thinking she had made 
a forced landing, but found Mrs. Cummings and her plane perfectly unharmed. Wil-
bur Cummings took one look at the farmland and thought it made an excellent landing 
strip.  Students needed experience, he said, in  “the world’s most important and newest 
science — the science of aviation.” 
Many people from outside the College, however, became “disturbed at the presence 
of this type of school on the campus of a noted liberal arts college,” according to a 1967 
retrospective article in CADET magazine. Some feared Kenyon was becoming a pilot 
training school instead of a liberal arts college. 
Flight Schooling
Cummings endowed the College with two planes for its school, each painted in 
white and purple and emblazoned with the Kenyon “K.” Two modern hangars were 
constructed in 1936. A grass field served as a landing strip and a local farmer kept 
it mowed in exchange for a yearly cut of hay grown on the land. “The field itself was 
pretty primitive by today’s standards,” said Hal Wilder ’41, who earned his f liying li-
cense at Kenyon.
The College hired Donald McCabe Gretzer, a licensed f light instructor, to give stu-
dents lessons. Gretzer was “ just a nice guy and a damn good pilot,” Wilder said.
Before a student could set foot in a plane, he had to take a technical ground course 
through the physics department, which included theory of f light, elementary dynam-
ics, airplane rigging, meteorology and navigation. Following the course, students could 
f ly with Gretzer for $7 per hour (roughly $114 today, adjusted for inf lation). Gretzer 
qualified them for solo f light after about 10 hours of f light time in one semester. When 
the students were confident in their solo f light skills, the College would arrange for 
a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) examiner to certify them. Gretzer told his 
students  not to “try and impress [the examiner], he’s seen it all. He was an ace in 1918,” 
according to Wilder. 
Kenyon Sweeps National Air Meets
“Kenyon is showing the way in aviation to the undergraduate world,” a 1939 ar-
ticle in Sportsman Pilot proclaimed. In just five years, Kenyon College had turned an 
old farm field into the center of collegiate aviation. Student participation in the pro-
gram expanded from five in 1934 to 80 in 1939 and the College was quickly producing 
skilled pilots who were sweeping the awards at air meets.
The Flying Club’s first major victory came in a competition against the Ohio State 
University at Port Columbus airport in 1936. Excelling in precision landings from 
180-degree and 360-degree turns, Kenyon emerged victorious. Cornelius Barber ’36, 
who had previously had only 20 minutes of solo f light and one year of Kenyon ground 
schooling, led the Lords’ scoring with 180 out of a possible 200 points.
The Lords cemented their dominance in the air in 1937 when Kenyon f lyers took 
Port Kenyon, the first college airport in the U.S., opened in 1934. Over the next five years, Kenyon 
aviators became legends, capturing first-place wins and breaking records in national competitions. 
The program died out in the ’70s, but alumni remember its legacy. 
home top honors in several major compe-
titions. In April, Kenyon placed first at 
the Midwest Tri-College Air Meet and, 
later that year in Philadelphia, the Lords 
felled Harvard and Penn State. 
In June 1937, Kenyon competed in the 
Rose Bowl of college aviation: the Nation-
al Intercollegiate Flying Club (NIFC) Air 
Meet. The Kenyon f lyers battled against 
opponents from schools all over the coun-
try in events such as spot landing, balloon 
bursting, bomb dropping and navigation 
cruises, taking first place overall. Ken-
yon returned to the NIFC Air Meet in 
1938 and shared first place with Stanford 
University. The NIFC decided to hold its 
next meet at Kenyon. 
Kenyon President Gordon Chalmers 
set to work promoting the NIFC meet in 
Gambier, inviting representatives from 
major companies in the aviation industry. 
“You who have led the way in the develop-
ment of these f lying clubs … so largely at 
your own cost, have done more than set 
a fine example in democracy. You have 
contributed to its continued and unchal-
lenged existence,” President Franklin 
Roosevelt wrote in a letter to Chalmers 
before the meet.
After their third straight victory in the 
annual competition, the Kenyon aviators 
headed into the woods and relaxed with 
beer and a grilled steak dinner, celebrat-
ing five years of unparalleled success. 
“Now in comparative maturity, stand-
ing as a model to all American colleges, 
Kenyon aviation faces a brilliant and a 
long life,” a student wrote in a 1939 essay.
That prediction would soon be threat-
ened, however. In the following three 
years, Kenyon’s f lying program would lose 
both its heralded instructor and its great-
est benefactor.
An Unsure Future
“I have been giving thought to the 
resumption of aviation at Kenyon but 
am unable to reach a conclusion,” Cum-
mings wrote to Chalmers in 1941. “From 
its beginning it was an expensive luxury; 
worth its cost, however, in the attention 
it attracted to the College. … But it can 
no longer attract any particular notice to 
the College, as practically all colleges now 
have facilities.”
When f light instructor Gretzer an-
nounced his departure from Kenyon one 
year earlier, the College had decided to 
review the aviation program. While the 
program had been successful, it was also 
expensive to maintain an airfield and 
planes. And with the war coming ever 
closer to American shores, Roosevelt was 
encouraging interest in civilian aviation, 
making it easier for civilians to learn how 
of the 
by auGust Steigmeyer
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to f ly.
Nevertheless, Cummings wrote a letter 
outlining the unquestionable benefits of 
the program shortly before his death that 
year. Chalmers was convinced to continue 
supporting aviation education at Kenyon 
provided that the College find a suitable 
instructor to replace Gretzer. 
“Both [the Dean] and I, of course, 
share your skepticism about getting a sat-
isfactory instructor, and our failure to get 
an altogether satisfactory one would with-
out question kill the whole enterprise,” 
Chalmers wrote. 
Gretzer recommended Hallock Hoff-
man ’41 as his successor, arguing that 
Hoffman, one of his most prominent stu-
dents, had all the right skills to be an in-
structor. The FAA allowed it, and Hoff-
man was offered the position at $1,200 a 
year. 
Hoffman was “the most appropriate” 
replacement for Gretzer, Wilder said. “He 
was very active in our competitions.”
While Kenyon f light education would 
continue under Hoffman in the fall of 
1941, the U.S. involvement in World War 
II would soon suspend all f lying activities 
at the College. Hoffman became a colonel 
in the Air Corps and was killed in com-
bat. 
The resources of Port Kenyon were 
devoted to assisting the Army Air Corps 
in 1944. During this time, the Air Corps 
trained 250 people at Kenyon’s facilities. 
Post-War Revival and Decline
The Lords continued to take f light 
throughout the 1940s, though official f ly-
ing club records are sparse. The College 
purchased two new aircraft following the 
war: a Piper C-3 Cub Trainer and a blue 
and yellow Aeronca Champion 7AC. Paul 
Heintz ’62 fondly remembered the latter, 
nicknamed “Champ.” 
“If there was ever a smooth moment, it 
was punctuated by the sound of the door 
popping open,” he said. “I suppose that 
habit was probably acquired after a harsh 
landing long ago.”
“I well remember f lying on lazy Gam-
bier afternoons, chasing buzzards till they 
felt we were too close and banked and 
dove under us,” wrote Charles Parton ’48, 
who took lessons after the war, in a let-
ter to the editor published in the Winter 
2010 Alumni Bulletin. 
Port Kenyon saw frequent use through-
out the 1950s as the f lying club remained 
active. “After dinner, a refreshing walk 
down through the woods and past the ten-
nis courts and baseball diamond would 
take me to the hangar. The usually victo-
rious struggle with the massive wooden 
doors of the ancient battered gray hangar 
would reveal the squat little liberator,” 
Heintz said in the Sunday Bulletin article .
Even though two Kenyon students 
perished when their plane crashed in 
1956, the Flying Club did not disappear. 
Though national competitions seemed to 
be a thing of the past, several students kept 
Port Kenyon alive through the 1960s. The 
Collegian found The Kenyon Flyers, Inc. 
(as they called themselves)  “quietly f lour-
ishing” in a Jan. 25, 1968 article.
The article detailed a day of Kenyon 
f lying. The Piper was over 20 years old, 
but it had been recently renewed with 
fresh red and grey paint. Collegian report-
er John Smyth wrote of his experience f ly-
ing with the club’s president, Frank Wil-
son. After a few aerial acrobatics, Wilson 
brought the plane back to Gambier for a 
smooth landing. Smyth said of the expe-
rience, “One soon begins to understand 
why the f lying club’s enthusiasm is jeal-
ously quiet.” 
By the early 1970s, though, student in-
terest in f lying had declined, and the Col-
lege once again assessed the importance of 
Port Kenyon, but legal issues ultimately 
trumped the program’s academic value. 
The airfield, it seemed, was practically 
uninsurable — three insurers turned Ke-
nyon down before a fourth agreed to cover 
only limited liability in 1972.
Even with minimal insurance, the run-
way at Port Kenyon was in serious need of 
repair and the yearly cost of basic opera-
tions seemed to be an unnecessary expen-
diture.
And so, almost 40 years after the Gov-
ernor himself f lew into Gambier to open 
Port Kenyon, the FAA officially removed 
the airport from all navigation charts and 
the College turned the hangars into stor-
age sheds.
A Brief Revival
Over the years, students have rekin-
dled memories of their airborne prede-
cessors. In the 1980s, a group of students 
with private pilot licenses took f lights 
from nearby airfields.
“The four years the club was funded 
by the College in the early eighties left 
indelible impressions on dozens, if not 
hundreds, of students — whether it was 
the joy of viewing the incredible beauty 
of Kenyon from the air, or annoyance at 
the buzzing over the campus every time I 
f lew,” Ian Lane ’83 wrote to the Alumni 
Bulletin in 2010. “The rebirth of the [Ke-
nyon Flying Club] in the early eighties 
was another chapter in what I hope is the 
unfinished story of aviation at Kenyon.”
Read the full interview with one of the 
original Kenyon aviators, Hal Wilder ’41, 
at www.kenyoncollegian.com. 
(Left) Military planes perform at the opening of Port Ke-
nyon in 1934. (Above, clockwise). Rod Boren ’38, consid-
ered one of the top college pilots in the country, watches the 
competition at an air meet. Kenyon flyers Bill Lieurance ’38, 
Robert Legg ’39, Rod Boren ’38 and Clark Henderson ’39 
study navigation charts. A brochure for Kenyon’s aeronau-
tics program. The aviators watch a flyover at Port Kenyon.
COURTESY OF GREENSLADE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
by auGust Steigmeyer
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Debauchery, Drama and Rock: Looking 
Back at 31 Years of Summer Sendoff
As temperatures climb and 
focus drops, anticipation grows 
for Kenyon’s wildest study break. 
Summer Sendoff, a 30-year-old 
College tradition, has a past rife 
with public name-calling, awful 
band names and enough alco-
holic beverages to inebriate the 
population of Ohio.
Jointly sponsored by Social 
Board and the Interfraternity 
Council, the hedonistic all-day 
festival and concert was initially 
proposed in the spring of 1980 as 
a way to revitalize the College’s 
Senior Week. 
On May 3, 1980, the first 
Sendoff took place on McBride 
Field and featured “noted Wood-
stock musician” Pat Adler. En-
thusiastic, almost pleading f li-
ers advertising the event twice 
promised attendees “plenty of 
beer.” 
The following year, the four-
band concert moved to the South 
Quad and curiously featured 
headlining acts that both promi-
nently involved fiddles. 
Seasoned violinist Vassar Cle-
ments, pictured in a Collegian 
photograph with fiddle in hand 
and pipe in mouth, was the main 
act, while the heavily-bearded 
Mike “Mad Dog” Adams Band, 
perhaps the only existing “good 
ol’ Southern raunch ’n’ roll” 
group, opened. Both bands ad-
hered to mottos, Clements’ be-
ing “Have fiddle, will travel,” and 
the Band’s being “Everyday above 
ground … is a goood [sic] day!!!”
The Sendoff set-lists from 
throughout the ’80s and ’90s 
crawl with obscure musical 
groups (Mobooty Funk Orches-
tra, Speed Bump Cruisers) and 
local Kenyon acts (Mental Hy-
giene, Colonel Catastrophe), but 
several names stand out from the 
pack.
The Romantics, of “What 
I Like About You” superfame, 
graced the 1983 chapter of Send-
off, and in 1986, perhaps the 
most famous group to come to 
Sendoff (Bob Dylan was not a 
Sendoff headliner) played the 
South Quad stage: the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers.
Playing alongside famed blues 
musician Eddie “The Chief ” 
Clearwater, the “Under the 
Bridge” rockers were mistaken-
ly denoted in an accompanying 
Collegian article’s headline as the 
“Chilly Peppers.”
For Kenyon students of the 
time, 1987 will always be re-
membered as the year Sendoff ’s 
alcohol-serving policy changed 
drastically, and for some, trau-
matically: beer was no longer 
served for free. 
Event officials gave students 
two choices: to buy a $2 “special-
ty cup” complete with free refills, 
or to buy 50-cent tickets that en-
abled the purchaser to buy one 
10-ounce cup of beer for each. 
Students also could not bring 
their own alcoholic beverages to 
the day-long concert. Los Ange-
les-based country-punk (“cow-
punk”) group Rank and File 
headlined that year.
Sendoff moved to its current 
home of Ransom Lawn in 1988, 
the year “nationally-known 
bands” The Nerds and Cul-
ture (along with several campus 
bands, as is standard) took the 
stage. 
The move was tied to a major 
change in enforcing the alcohol 
policy, according to a Collegian 
article from 1988.
Though alcohol had been 
officially off-limits in the im-
mediate vicinity of Sendoff, per 
college policy, the South Quad 
location of the event, with its 
fraternity divisions, made en-
forcement “virtually impossi-
ble.”
A mass Twister tournament 
with two separate sessions, 
along with a dunking booth and 
volleyball games, dominated 
Sendoff 1992. 
The volleyball tradition car-
ried to the next year, which had 
poor weather but good times, 
with the The Mobooty Funk 
Orchestra opening for then-
popular folk singer Shawn Col-
vin. 
As a reminder of the dras-
tically changed economy, the 
Collegian happily reported that 
“since tickets for [Colvin’s] re-
cent show in New York sold at 
$24 a ticket, it is clear that [Ke-
nyon is] getting a top-rate show 
at a bargain price.”
Pimentos for Gus, the so-
called “ultimate Kenyon band,” 
comprised of 1992 Kenyon 
graduates, were featured for the 
first time in 1995 and quickly 
became a favorite of Sendoff 
revelers, returning several times 
in the future.
A second “satellite” stage was 
added to Sendoff in 1996, intend-
ed exclusively for Kenyon-student 
bands, but the cumbersome idea 
was scrapped in later years.
Though advertising for earlier 
Sendoffs primarily featured the 
musical acts of the day, the events 
contained more than an extended 
concert. 
In 1997, the event boasted a 
“calf-roping” event, and in 1998, 
organizers went wild with alter-
native entertainment, offering a 
selection of inf latable rides, in-
cluding sumo wrestling, a bun-
gee run, a Velcro wall, “bouncy 
boxing” and a show, for the less 
physically-inclined, by magician/
comedian Steve Trash. 
Alt-pop band They Might Be 
Giants played Sendoff in 1997, 
but not to acclaim proportionate 
to their popularity. Former Colle-
gian Features Editor Heath Bind-
er ’97 lamented, “I’ve listened to 
the Giants, and I think they are 
probably the world’s worst band,” 
and “Film Critic Emeritus” James 
Sheridon ’00 wrote after the fact 
that “beyond [his] fifth-grade 
Boy Scout camp love for songs 
like “Particle Man” and “Istan-
bul,” [the Giants] really did not 
have much to offer [him].”
Despite these harsh criticisms, 
55.1 percent of 853 students 
polled during a Peirce dinner 
chose They Might be Giants as 
their pick to headline that year’s 
Sendoff out of the five musical 
outfits listed.
After a few relatively tame 
years, several major thefts oc-
curred during the 2001 Sendoff, 
prompting a front-page Collegian 
spread. During the course of the 
day and night, four vehicles were 
broken into and goods were sto-
len from a fifth. 
“Who stole my Case Logic 
case of DVDs with 70 DVDs?” 
Adam Lazarus ’04 said at the 
time. “That’s not cool; anyone 
who knows me knows that I have 
no life, and those [DVDs] are my 
pride and joy.”
Sendoff ’02 was rife with pol-
icy change and extreme disap-
pointment. It was set to be head-
lined by hip-hop then-luminary 
Del Tha Funky Homosapien, but 
persistent rain forced the West 
Coast “singsong” rapper to cancel 
his set after 10:00 p.m., although 
the Village had, for the first time, 
granted the College a permit to 
play music outdoors until 2:00 
a.m. that year. 
The event was emceed by co-
median Randy Riggle, who is per-
haps most notable for owning the 
domain name “www.standupco-
median.com.”
With such a colorful and 
wildly varied past, Summer 
Sendoff, despite some fears, ap-
pears to be a permanent fixture 
of late spring at Kenyon. The 
combination of Big Boi’s boom-
ing beats and the electronic 
synth of STRFKR should con-
tinue the trend of cementing 
Sendoff as the most hypnotizing 
Kenyon party of the year.
PAIGE SHERMIS
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(Left) Two revelers prepare to enter the 1982 Summer Sendoff fray on South Quad. The event was moved in 
1988 from the Quad to its current location on Ransom Lawn after officials became concerned with enforcing 
Sendoff ’s strict no-alcohol policy. (Above) Editorial cartoon by Phil Hands ’03 in response to Sendoff ’02. 
That year, West Coast rapper Del Tha Funky Homosapien was to headline, but Social Board canceled his 
set due to persistent inclement weather.  In an accompanying editorial, Collegian Editorial Assistant Gordon 
Umbarger ’04 characterized Sendoff that year as a rainy, dull mess and implored students not to blame Social 
Board for the letdown. 
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Ladies Lacrosse Struggles, Loses to Centre and Denison
ANNA DUNLAVEY
Women’s lacrosse suffered 
two home losses over the past 
week, but the team’s hopes are 
still high for the rest of the 
season. On April 8, the Ladies 
lost 9-3 to Centre College, 
and on April 10 they had a 
tight 9-7 loss to conference ri-
val Denison University. Their 
record is now 4-6, and 0-2 for 
North Coast Athletic Confer-
ence games. 
Centre’s Lady Colonels 
gave the Ladies trouble from 
the start of the game — they 
scored their first goal only 
64 seconds into the contest. 
Emily Nichols ’13, set up by 
Leah Sack ’13, evened the 
score about nine minutes lat-
er, and for the rest of the half 
the score remained 1-1. At the 
beginning of the second half, 
Centre struck again, scoring 
in the first 26 seconds of the 
half. 
This time, the Ladies did 
not respond quickly enough. 
At 13:29, the game was 7-1 
in favor of the Lady Colonels. 
Alex Bair ’14 scored late in the 
game at 7:13, as did Margaret 
Armstrong ’14, whom Sack 
set up two minutes later. In 
the end, however, two more 
Centre goals solidified their 
win over the Ladies. The La-
dies outshot the Lady Colo-
nels 30-26 throughout the 
course of the game, but Cen-
tre’s record is now 11-3. 
Despite the score, Head 
Coach Meredith Buzzi saw a 
lot of positives in the Centre 
game. 
“The first half on defense 
was phenomenal,” she said. 
“Goalkeeping was great; Mer-
edith [Bentsen ’15] did a won-
derful job. We really held them 
in the midfield really well so 
they couldn’t get the ball over 
to their attacking end as often, 
and I thought that was really 
great. We didn’t let them trav-
el too far with the ball without 
one of us, or three of us, as the 
case was in a couple of situa-
tions, stopping them, and that 
was something I was really ex-
cited to see.” 
Still, Buzzi noted areas of 
possible improvement. “We 
were definitely not as on-
target as we have been in the 
past, and that showed with 
us ultimately only getting the 
three goals,” she said. “We’ve 
had some really outstanding 
offensive efforts, and we’ve 
had some really outstanding 
defensive efforts. We want to 
make sure we put all that to-
gether.” 
Sack agreed with her 
coach, adding that the Ladies 
know they have work to do.
“We left the field know-
ing that we could have given 
it so much more,” Sack said. 
“Our shooting was really off 
in that game as well — we just 
couldn’t convert.”
Two days later, the Ladies 
attempted to break a three-
game losing streak and win 
their first conference game. 
Denison did not make things 
easy for them, and by halftime 
the score was even at 5-5. The 
Ladies came back strong at 
the beginning of the second 
half, first with an unassisted 
goal by Marissa Henderson 
’13 and then with a goal from 
Katherine Lang ’14, set up by 
Nichols. 
The Ladies had their first 
lead of the game, 7-5, but Den-
ison did all it could to take it 
from them. They allowed  Ke-
nyon only one shot in the re-
mainder of the half, and none 
in the final 12 minutes of the 
game. The Big Red went on to 
win its fifth game in a row.
“We played the best I have 
seen us play,” Buzzi said. “Our 
defense was strong against a 
potent attack. Our offense 
was dynamic and powerful.” 
Sack said that despite the 
loss, the Ladies played a great 
game.
“Everyone was play-
ing a dynamic game, all the 
way from Meredith in goal, 
through the defense, midfield 
and finally to the low attack,” 
Sack said. “We were facing 
one of the best centers in the 
nation, and they only outdrew 
us nine to eight, which was an 
amazing accomplishment for 
our team.”
Next Saturday, April 14, 
the Ladies will play another 
NCAC game against the Col-
lege of Wooster. Sack believes 
her team is ready. 
“We’re looking at a really 
beatable Wooster team this 
year, and as they are our team 
rival, I know we’re all really ex-
cited to make a statement in 
our conference,” she said.
Softball Snaps Skid, Beats Bishops
RICHARD PERA
It took the first game of the week-
end’s doubleheader to work out some 
kinks, but the Ladies softball team 
snapped a seven-game losing streak 
against Ohio Wesleyan University on 
Saturday, April 7. Kenyon (11-17, 3-3 
North Coast Athletic Conference) fell 
to the Battling Bishops in game one by 
a score of 3-0, but then rebounded in 
game two with a 7-5 win.   
The first game should have been 
scoreless and gone into extra innings. 
Pitcher Maddy Stark ’15 was strong 
through seven, but two defensive errors 
allowed three unearned Ohio Wesley-
an runs.  Stark allowed 11 hits but also 
fanned six batters.
“We really let it get away from us,” 
Molly Goolman ’14 said. “[Ohio Wes-
leyan] didn’t win that game — we lost it 
ourselves. It was really frustrating. Mad-
dy brought her A-game and the defense 
just couldn’t back her up.”
Game two was a different story. The 
Ladies scored two runs in each of the 
first three innings to establish a com-
manding lead. Pitcher Jamie Samuel ’13 
went strong through three innings un-
til Stark returned to the circle in relief. 
The Battling Bishops scored five runs 
in a late-inning rally but came up short.
“At times this season, our hitting has 
been great, our pitching has been great, 
and our defense has been stellar,” Gool-
man said. “It just hasn’t all overlapped … 
But what defines Ladies softball is the 
way that we came back in the second 
game.”
Samuel helped her cause by going 
4-4 at the plate and scoring two runs. 
Catcher Toni Miller ’15 went 2-3 with 
three RBI, proving to be the difference 
in Kenyon’s win.    
The Ladies have struggled through-
out the season with stranding runners 
on base, particularly in scoring position. 
This difficulty was on display in Satur-
day’s first game, in which Kenyon left 
seven runners on base.
“The saying all over the locker room 
and field right now is ‘Be Clutch,’” 
Goolman said. “It doesn’t really matter 
when you get a single when no one is on 
base. What matters is when you step up 
in the pressure situations and knock ’em 
home.”
Kenyon seemed to develop its 
clutch hitting against Ohio Wesleyan 
as the day progressed. The Ladies teed 
off against their opponents, amassing 
15 hits over seven innings.  Goolman 
suggested this struggle comes from the 
team’s youth.
“We’re trying to not stress ourselves 
out in the batter’s box, but trying to be 
calm and play softball,” she said. “Hope-
fully that’s what’s going to get the run-
ners in.”
The Ladies celebrated the victory 
Saturday evening with a “Softball Send-
off” party on the South Quad. The 
team will be playing a road game at 
DePauw University during the famed 
“Summer Sendoff” celebration on 
April 28, so captains organized their 
own party. Goolman said it was a great 
opportunity to “build community and 
relax after a good win.”
The Ladies face the bulk of their 
conference schedule in the next two 
weeks, traveling to Hiram College for 
a doubleheader on Thursday, April 12, 
and hosting Allegheny College for a 
pair of games on Saturday, April 14. 
Conference standings are surprisingly 
even thus far, which gives the team 
confidence in a postseason appearance. 
Goolman is especially confident, guar-
anteeing a playoff berth. 
“We are going to the conference 
tournament,” Goolman said. “We’re 
about to play some games where we’re 
going to take two. You’re going to 
see sweeps. We’re going to turn some 
heads.”
Celebrating Inaugural 
Division III Week
NINA ZIMMERMAN
There is no doubt that partici-
pating in athletics at a Division III 
small liberal arts college like Ken-
yon is nothing like competing at a 
large Division I university. To cel-
ebrate Division III athletics and 
the distinct role of its student-ath-
letes on the field, off the field and 
in the community, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association an-
nounced recently that the week of 
April 9-15 is the inaugural Division 
III Week.
“DIII athletics [seem] to me 
to be exactly where they ought to 
be,” said Professor of English Ted 
Mason, who will participate in the 
week’s events. “Division III athlet-
ics enables students to be both — 
and this is a cliché, but it’s true — 
an athlete and a student in ways that 
you really can’t do at Division I and 
you cannot do at Division II.”
Participation for the week will 
be widespread around the North 
Coast Athletic Conference, accord-
ing to the conference’s website. The 
week’s events on the Hill and down 
at the Kenyon Athletic Center will 
focus on how the notoriously tight-
knit community carries over to ath-
letics as well. 
According to Assistant Athletic 
Director Amy Williams, all sports 
will have open practices through-
out the week, in addition to special 
events for faculty members. 
“At Kenyon, our sports have 
given special invitations to facul-
ty members to participate and/or 
observe practices and games this 
week — in an effort to celebrate 
the relationship between academ-
ics and athletics,” Williams said 
in an email. “[Assistant Professor] 
Elly Smith of the math department 
will be practicing with the women’s 
tennis team throughout this week; 
[Visiting Assistant Professor] Mere-
dith Friedman in the drama depart-
ment has been invited by the golf 
team to a practice round at Mount 
Vernon Country Club; Ted Ma-
son of English will be throwing out 
the first pitch at Saturday’s baseball 
game, just to name a few.”
Amy Schlessman ’13, a member 
of the tennis team, commended the 
emphasis on the close interaction 
between faculty and students.
“We’ve actually had a lot of fac-
ulty members who are good ten-
nis players and a lot of them take 
lessons with our coaches and will 
… come to practice every once in a 
while,” Schlessman said. “I’m a tour 
guide, and I always joke to my tours, 
‘It’s like not at every school do you 
get to hit balls at your professors.’ 
It’s been really fun. I’ve never taken 
a math course, but I’ve really en-
joyed playing with Professor Smith 
and the other professors.”
To Mason, the week is about 
lauding the true purpose of partici-
pating in athletics.
“Division III athletics are really 
in many respects for the person,” 
he said. “A lot of times they’re not 
playing in front of a lot of people, 
but that’s okay. That’s not the point. 
The point is is that they are playing 
and participating in a team sport or 
an individual sport. There’s an in-
dividual aspect to it. There’s a team 
aspect to it. You are participating 
because you really like it, you enjoy 
it, it’s an important part of your life. 
That’s why you do it. I think that’s 
great.”
Maddy Stark ’15 pitches against Oberlin on March 31.
DAVID HOYT
No. 27 Leah Sack ’13 aided the Ladies’ efforts against Denison University on April 10. Unfortu-
nately, the Ladies lost to the Big Red 9-7. Their next game is scheduled for Saturday, April 14.
ELIZABETH BRAND
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Kenyon vs. Ohio Wesleyan 
University
Saturday, April 14, at 1:00 p.m.
McBride Field
Baseball Bests Oberlin, Winning Three of Four to Take Series
NINA ZIMMERMAN
After whipping the College of 
Wooster last weekend, the Lords came 
home and took care of business against 
another conference rival, the Oberlin 
College Yeomen. They overpowered 
Oberlin, winning three of four games 
in a pair of pre-Easter doubleheaders 
April 6 and 7. 
Catcher Jack Graham ’12 empha-
sized the power of their crucial wins to 
influence the rest of the season.
“[The weekend] was great because it 
puts us in a great position for the play-
offs, but also it just gives us momentum 
for the rest of the season,” Graham said. 
The Lords followed the series vic-
tory against Oberlin by splitting a non-
conference doubleheader at Waynes-
burg University on Tuesday, April 10, 
losing game one 1-0 but bowling over 
the Yellow Jackets in game two 13-3. 
With that win, the Lords reached the 
20-win mark, and their record now 
stands at 20-8 overall.
Lords ace Tyler Dierke ’13 took the 
mound to start off the Oberlin series 
Friday afternoon, pitching seven shut-
out innings and surrendering just six 
hits while striking out five Yeomen. 
Unfortunately, the Yeomen ace held 
the Lords scoreless as well, and Dierke 
did not receive any run support until 
the final inning when the Lords loaded 
the bases with one out. Nate Lotze ’14 
then hit a crisp single into right field 
and ended the game in a walkoff. 
Burdette called Dierke’s perfor-
mance “exactly what you’re looking for 
in that first game,” and Graham lauded 
both the pitching and the effort of the 
team as a whole.
“When you put seven zeros on the 
board, it’s hard for the other team to 
compete,” Graham said. “I think that it 
showed that we were the better team to-
day, not just the score but the effort and 
the way that we won — it was gutsy.”
Unfortunately the Lords could not 
repeat the win in the second game, los-
ing to Oberlin 6-0 in a game Burdette 
still has trouble quantifying. 
“It’s probably as lifeless as we’ve 
been the whole year,” Burdette said. 
“Game two was one where the coaches 
sit around after the game and talk and 
none of us really could pinpoint it. I 
wasn’t exactly pretty sure what we were 
going to get on Saturday after that per-
formance.”
The Lords won both games the 
next day, sweeping Saturday and the 
season series against the Yeomen. They 
won game one 6-1, followed by a hard-
fought 10-5 victory in game two. Tim 
Krahn ’15 pitched a solid game one, go-
ing the full seven innings and giving up 
only one run and six hits. The Lords’ 
bats came alive in the fifth inning, 
when Jake Dunn ’15 led off with a sin-
gle and scored two batters later, when 
Lotze hit an RBI single to right field. 
Jesse Weiss ’13 moved Lotze to third 
when he smacked a double, and both 
runners scored on a single to left field by 
Andrew Dunn ’12, who went three for 
three and scored two runs throughout 
the course of the game. 
Burdette noted his team’s resiliency 
in rebounding after the tough loss on 
Friday.
Weiss proved to be an offensive 
power in both games, smacking a two-
run single to break the tie and give the 
Lords the push they needed to hold 
onto the lead in game two. The un-
derclassmen continued to show their 
strength as well. Matt Wagnitz ’15 ini-
tially came into the game as a pinch hit-
ter in the sixth inning and had several 
great defensive plays in center field.
“Matt Wagnitz has really been a 
role-player for us this year,” Graham 
said. “He’s come up big in a lot of sce-
narios. He’s been pinch-running, he’s 
been pinch-hitting, and he’s been play-
ing the hell out of center field.”
The upcoming nonconference 
weekend series against Wittenberg 
University will shake up the lineup, 
giving a wider variety of Lords playing 
time, but Burdette said his expectations 
for their performance on the field do 
not change.
“I think the guys who are waiting in 
the wings to play, they need to be ready 
to go and perform at a high level,” Bur-
dette said. “The intensity level doesn’t 
change. This is their chance.”
LORDS LACROSSE LOSES 11-4
DAVID HOYT
The Lords lacrosse team lost to the Adrian College Bulldogs in Gambier on Wednes-
day, April 11 by a score of 11-4. The team’s record now stands at 7-3 overall and 1-0 in 
conference. The Lords’ next game is scheduled for this coming Saturday, April 14 at 1:00 
p.m. back on McBride Field. It is Senior Day, when the Lords will celebrate the accom-
plishments of their nine senior members. 
—Nina Zimmerman
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Indoor Track Races at OWU
SOPHIE SCHECHTER
Both men and women’s 
outdoor track and field 
teams competed with vig-
or against both conference 
and nonconference oppo-
nents last Saturday, April 7. 
The Lords and Ladies par-
ticipated in Ohio Wesleyan 
University’s Marv Frye Invi-
tational in Delaware, Ohio 
along with 12 other teams.
In the end, the Lords fin-
ished 12th out of 13 teams. 
The top three teams at the 
end of the men’s race were 
host Ohio Wesleyan with 
139 points, Heidelberg Uni-
versity with 112  and Bald-
win-Wallace College with 
107 points. 
The Ladies finished 
eighth. The top three wom-
en’s teams were Ohio Wes-
leyan with 154.83, Case 
Western Reserve Univer-
sity with 123.83 points and 
Baldwin-Wallace with 119 
points.
Joey Cordle ’14 stood 
out among the men, plac-
ing in three events. Cordle 
alone was responsible for al-
most half of the team’s cu-
mulative total points. He 
competed individually in 
the 110-meter hurdles and 
the long jump, where he 
finished sixth and eighth, 
respectively. Cordle also 
raced in the 4x100-meter 
relay with Bob Wolf ’12, 
Brett Williams ’13 and Car-
lo Gagliardo ’14, placing 
seventh. 
The Lords’ final points 
of the meet came from the 
eighth-place finish of the 
members of the 4x400-me-
ter relay team, Wolf, Ga-
gliardo, Sean Edelman ’12 
and Neil Campbell ’14.
For the Ladies, Jenna 
Willett ’14 shaved almost 
12 seconds off her already 
record-breaking 5,000-me-
ter race in a remarkable 
first-place finish that set the 
stage for the team’s eighth-
place finish. Willett said her 
enjoyment of the race mir-
rored her success.
“It’s been really exciting, 
just finding a distance that 
I’m good at and just being 
able to represent Kenyon 
well and the team,” Willett 
said. 
Sierra DeLeon ’14 also 
ran impressively for the La-
dies, finishing second in 
both the long jump and the 
100-meter hurdles. DeLeon 
joined Elizabeth Dahlburg 
’12, Cary Watts ’12 and 
Alexia Derkasch ’13 for 
a fifth-place finish in the 
4x100-meter relay. Dahl-
burg also placed third in the 
400-meter dash, while Kat 
Dougherty ’12 wrapped up 
a third-place finish in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase. 
The Ladies’ success began 
even before the outdoor sea-
son itself, according to Wil-
lett.
“For the women’s side, 
we had a really strong in-
door season, so it’s nice to 
see that continue into out-
door,” Willett said.
Tim Krahn ’15 pitched game one on April 7 for the Lords, winning 6-1.
ELIZABETH BRAND
